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There is a lot going on at Marshall, and we have had a very hard time 
fitting everything into this issue of the Hilltopper. We hope that as you 
read through the pages of this magazine, you will see the global mission 
and forward-thinking vision of the school brought to life through the 
talent of our faculty and the hard work of our students.

Our feature stories this issue focus on our growing international 
program, the innovation that underpins much of our science and 
technology initiatives, and the intense energy that has arrived on campus 
with the addition of our 4th grade.

In the news and notes sections, we’ve tried to share some of the exciting 
news this year, but quite frankly didn’t have room for everything. 
Thankfully, our newly refreshed web site provides a great venue for 
sharing, and I hope everybody has a chance to check it out at
marshallschool.org. Our Parent Blog, managed by the spectacular 
Kim Kosmatka, is a particular treasure for those who want a near daily 
pictorial update on the happenings around campus. 

As I walk the halls between periods, chat with parents at the soccer pitch, 
or share the Marshall story with groups around town I am continually 
amazed at the passion that surrounds this school. In a time when there is 
so much negativity and disappointment towards education in America, 
this school is truly a beacon on the Hill -- a strong, vibrant, and inclusive 
community where shared sacrifice toward a common goal unites us all. 

Marshall is thriving thanks to the dedication of so many individuals over 
so many years. We have a lot more hard work ahead of us, and it gives 
me great comfort to know that past, present, and future Hilltoppers will 
be ready to answer the call. 

Michael Ehrhardt, Ed.D.
Head of School
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The mission of Marshall School 
is to educate students to become 
global citizens who demonstrate 
strong academic habits, respect, 
compassion, integrity, self-discipline, 
and intellectual curiosity.
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Dear Marshall Community,

Wow!
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caMPus neWs

For the second year in a row, new student enrollment at Marshall hit a 
multi-year record. School opened with 466 students, an 11% increase over 
last year. Applications for 2011-2012 were up 47% from last year, and the 
school has enrolled 143 new students from more than 38 different schools 
around Northern Minnesota, Northwestern Wisconsin and surrounding 
communities. The school awarded more than $1.3 million in financial 
aid to 40% of the student body. With 20% of the high school population 
coming from under-represented groups, Marshall’s upper school strives 
to be the most inclusive in the city. According to Director of Admissions 
Sarah Perry-Spears, families are looking for a school that places a premium 
on academic achievement in which students learn in small classes and 
have the opportunity to participate in varsity sports, music, theater and 
clubs. To avoid waitlists for the 2012-2013 academic year, new students are 
encouraged to apply by the priority deadline of February 17, 2012.

hilltopper class of 2011 sets
scholarship record

Marshall School’s class of 2011 set the record for scholarship dollars 
offered among recent graduating classes. The 64 students in the senior 
class submitted 348 applications across all levels of difficulty. Over 70% 
of all applications submitted were accepted, and 73% of students reported 
acceptance at their first-choice college. The class earned a record 
$5.5 million in scholarship dollars – over $1 million more than recent 
Marshall graduating classes. Of the 64 graduating seniors in the class 
of 2011, 41 earned college scholarship dollars totaling 65% of the class. 
Five students earned full-tuition scholarships. Of the dollars offered, 2011 
grads will take $1.8 million with them to college.

admissions

strategic Plan available

In May 2011, Marshall’s Board of Trustees adopted a Strategic Plan that 
moves the school forward by focusing on: An Outstanding Educational 
Program, Character and Community, Global Citizenship, Financial 
Stewardship and Data-Driven Planning, and Appropriate Facilities and 
Resources for the Future. 

To download a copy or view a prezi, visit
marshallschool.org/strategicplan

Marshall college 
counselor selected as 
Part of 20 under 40 

Katie Voller-Berdan, Marshall's 
College Counselor, has been 
chosen as one of the Duluth News 
Tribune's "20 Under 40," their list 
of the Northland area's current and 
future leaders. Ms. V-B (as she is 
affectionately known by students) 
just began her seventh year at 
Marshall guiding students and 
their families through the college 
search, application, selection and 
financial aid process. Katie provides 
individualized attention to 115 
junior and senior students, while the 
college counselor to student ratio in 
Duluth Public Schools is 1:500.

Perfect act 

Marshall senior Anthony Cotter 
earned a top composite score of 36 
on a recent ACT test. Among test 
takers in the high school graduating 
class of 2010, only 588 of nearly 1.6 
million students earned a composite 
score of 36. Marshall’s Director of 
College Counseling Katie Voller-
Berdan notes, “I’ve witnessed 
numerous phenomenal ACT scores, 
but this is the first perfect composite. 
Amazing!” In addition to his 
academic achievements, Anthony
is a talented student athlete, 
participating in soccer, hockey,
and baseball at Marshall while 
maintaining an outstanding grade 
point average. He has also earned 
MN All-State competition honors
for his performance in Marshall’s 
concert band.

Marshall seniors comprise 50% of
duluth’s national Merit semi-Finalists

On September 14, 2011, officials of National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation announced the names of approximately 16,000 semifinalists 
in the 57th annual National Merit Scholarship Program.

Marshall School seniors David Anderson, Laurel Eyer, and Sam Johnson 
account for 50% of Duluth students who received the designation. 
Semifinalists advance to continue in the competition for 8,300 National 
Merit Scholarships worth more than $34 million that will be offered next 
spring. About 1.5 million juniors in 22,000 high schools entered the 2012 
National Merit Scholarship Program by taking the 2010 Preliminary SAT 
(PSAT) test. The nationwide pool of Semifinalists represents less than 1% 
of U.S. high school seniors and includes the highest-scoring entrants in 
each state.

Marshall’s senior class consists of 59 students, three of whom were named 
National Merit Semifinalists - nearly 5% of Marshall’s class of 2012. The 
other three Duluth finalists account for approximately three tenths of one 
percent of ISD 709’s class of 2012.

Marshall’s College Counseling and test preparation programs have 
consistently earned awards for their success in preparing Marshall students 
for acceptance and success in colleges and universities nationwide. Most 
recently, Marshall earned the prestigious Red Quill Award from ACT for 
the fourth consecutive year. This award honors high schools who provide 
all students with exceptional opportunities to succeed.

Marshall students earn aP honors

Twelve students from Marshall School’s Class of 2011 have earned AP 
Scholar Awards in recognition of their exceptional achievement on AP 
Exams. At Marshall, three students qualified for the AP Scholar with 
Honor Award by earning an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams. 
These students are Ella Fox, Ean Mullins and Shenlun Wang. Nine 
students qualified for the AP Scholar Award by completing three or more 
AP Exams with scores of 3 or higher. The AP Scholars are Madeline 
Carpenter, Emily Diener, Reagan Hall, Sara Lundgren, Matthew Ryan, 
Patrick Sheedy, Corey Stephan, Stephen Sweeney and Pingbo Yang.

Research consistently shows that AP students who score a 3 or higher 
on AP Exams (based on a scale from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest) 
typically experience greater academic success in college and have higher 
college graduation rates than students who do not participate in AP. 
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they are excited, interested, funny and 

involved! We’re talking about Marshall’s 

first fourth grade class, of course. 

these fifteen students embarked on a 

journey this fall which thus far has been 

a success—according to the students, 

their parents, and their teachers.

Marshall’s
Fourth Grade
Flourishes

• 15 students

• courses include Math, 
science, English, social 
studies, science lab, 
Extended English, Art, 
spanish, robotics, choir 
or strings, technology, 
physical Education

• Gym Daily

• 45 minutes for lunch
 and recess

• participating in the 
4th/5th/6th grade 
musical, “Wizard of oz”

th Grade
  at-a-Glance4

5

Marshall’s inaugural
4th Grade class

All ConfErEnCE

Mary Baumgartner 
Girls Tennis Doubles 

chris coffman 
Boys Soccer 

Megan coughlan 
Girls Soccer 

clara espe 
Girls Tennis Doubles 

laurel eyer 
Girls Soccer 

Joe Fairbanks 
Boys Soccer 

John Fox 
Boys Soccer, News Tribune Prep Performance 
of the Week, All State Boys Soccer Team

sam Johnson 
Boys Soccer Honorable Mention   

angela Katoski  
Girls Soccer 

ann Kleinschmidt 
Cross Country Running 

Joey Kronzer 
Boys Soccer Honorable Mention 

doug lewis 
Boys Soccer 

ellie Peters 
Girls Soccer Honorable Mention 

erina Quinn 
Girls Tennis Singles 

Maddie schenk 
Volleyball

caroline sharp 
Girls Soccer Honorable Mention

Ian Zenner 
Football

sam nord 
Football

Peter vatalaro 
Football Honorable Mention

Kevin thorson 
Football Honorable Mention

than serre 
Football Honorable Mention

Boys soccer 
Lake Superior Conference Champions, 
Section 7A Runner-Up, Mike Sengbush 7A 
Head Coach of the Year

Girls soccer 
Awarded Lake Superior Soccer Referees 
Association team Sportsmanship Award

Fall 2011
athletic honors

students at homecoming

head of school elected to vhs Board

Virtual High School Global Consortium, the pioneer of K-12 online learning 
and course design for teachers, announced the election and addition of 
Marshall School Head of School Dr. Michael Ehrhardt to their Board 
of Directors, bringing the representation to 13 members. Designed to 
supplement a school’s classroom curriculum, VHS is a non-profit, worldwide 
collaborative of schools, teachers and students. 

VHS member schools have access to over 400 online core, elective, 
Advanced Placement and honors courses, which are delivered co-
synchronously and taught by VHS teachers who actively teach in classrooms 
at their member schools. All are certified in their specific discipline and have 
completed a graduate level professional development program in online 
teaching. Instructors facilitate and continually monitor all courses, engaging 
students in discussions, and assessing each individual student’s progress.
Currently 21 Marshall students are enrolled in VHS courses that range from 
AP Government and Politics to The Principles of Engineering. Marshall 
juniors and seniors may take one VHS course each semester.

Marshall announces Independent
Girls hockey Program

For the first time in its 107 year history, Marshall School has its own Girl’s 
Hockey Program. The desire to provide high quality programs for girl’s 
athletics, the proximity of Mars Lakeview Arena, and a strong tradition 
of Hilltopper hockey led to the founding of a new program for 2011-12. 
This independent girls hockey program will play an elite AAA hockey 
schedule regionally, nationally, and internationally. The first year will be 
played at the 14U level. The coaching staff includes Head Coach Dr. Brian 
Konowalchuk and Assistant Coach Whitney Graff. In the team’s second 
season, the girls will compete at the U16 level.
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Between core classes and courses in 
the arts and technology, Marshall’s 
fourth grade learners have many 
opportunities to learn from a group 
of talented teachers. In addition, 
the middle school counselor, 
middle school principal and Dean 
of Student Life provide additional 
student support.

rojean Flaherty
English/Social Studies
Number of years teaching: 20
Number of years at Marshall: 17
Favorite thing about 4th graders: 
“They love everything about their 
day, they are excited to come to 
school, and the daily lunch menu is 
the highlight of their day.”

Jeremy Friese
Science/Math
Number of years teaching: 15
First year at Marshall 
Favorite thing about 4th graders: 
“4th graders are like little sponges 
and soak up all the information 
that is presented to them. They are 
excited each and every day and 
sincerely happy!”

Kristin stuchis
Fourth Grade Adviser
Number of years teaching: 14
Number of years at Marshall: 5
Favorite things about 4th graders: 
“Their sense of wonder...4th graders
are so curious and eager to learn. 
Their enthusiasm is contagious!”

01
some of the 
fourth grade 
teaching team

l-r: back Jackie 
flint (physical 
Education), 
Jeremy friese 
(Math/science), 
Kristin stuchis 
(spanish, 
Adviser), front 
shawna Weaver 
(counselor), 
rojean flaherty 
(English/social 
studies)

02
As part of 
their science 
curriculum, fourth 
graders learn 
about, tag and 
release Monarch 
butterflies in 
the hopes that 

when they end 
their migration to 
Mexico, butterfly 
observers there 
will log the arrival 
of at least some of 
the butterflies on 
a website set up 
for the purpose.

03
students are 
encouraged to 
participate and 
share their ideas.

04
With a class size 
of 15, students
benefit from 
the individual 
attention of their 
teachers.

Students expand 
learning opportunities 
by going outside to 
explore the flora, fauna 
and wildlife of Marshall’s 
40-acre campus.

Fourth Grade teachers

01

02

03

04



In May 2011, the Board of trustees approved the next 

strategic Plan for Marshall school. This plan will guide 

school improvement for the next five years, and is therefore 

purposefully broad and ambitious in scope and language.

This plan is accessible on the school’s website and was mailed 

out with our Annual Report this fall.

Setting the strategic vision for the school is the primary 

responsibility of the Board of Trustees. Determining the most 

appropriate ways to fulfill that vision is the responsibility of the 

school’s administration, faculty, and staff.

Each year, the school’s administrative team charts a series of 

Action Plans to move us forward. These plans contain many 

“under the hood” improvements in operational efficiency. 

At the same time, we plan for several initiatives to positively 

impact student learning and school culture.

In 2011-2012.  there are several action plans that are worth 

sharing and celebrating.

The core of the school’s mission is to provide excellent 

academic preparation for college, and therefore it is not 

surprising that providing an outstanding educational program 

is the first plank in our Strategic Plan. While we are rightfully 

proud of the program we currently offer, a healthy and 

forward-thinking school will continually seek ways to improve 

and innovate. Our primary areas of improvement this year 

come in science and technology.
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By Michael ehrhardt
Head of School

Inn    vatIon
01
iPads in 7th grade 
science class

02
Students in 
robotics class

01 02
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scIence currIculuM
Our science teachers have begun 
a massive re-sequencing of our 
curriculum to provide more rigor 
and, ultimately, more hand’s-on , 
hard science experiences. The science 
sequence in Minnesota schools has not 
changed for decades. The pattern is 
most easily seen in the upper school, 
where most students take ninth grade 
introduction to science, tenth grade 
biology, eleventh grade chemistry 
and twelfth grade physics, a higher-
level course in biology or chemistry, a 
science elective or no science at all.

Many other states and higher 
performing independent schools have 
determined that this sequence does not 
offer students adequate opportunities 
to take the higher level science courses 
that are necessary for preparation in 
today’s science-rich world. Therefore, 
we have re-sequenced our program so 
that our 6th, 7th and 8th grade science 
courses include the core elements of 
introduction to science, ninth graders 
take biology, tenth graders take 
chemistry, and 11th and 12th graders 
have the opportunity to take physics at 
an introductory or advanced level or 
higher level biology or chemistry.
 
Marshall has concluded that 
our students deserve the same 
opportunities as students in other 
schools and states to pursue multiple 
higher-level science offerings. For 
example, this sequence is the standard 
in the state of Massachusetts, which is 
widely recognized as having the best 
public schools in the country (a space 
that at one time used to be occupied 
by Minnesota). Independent schools 
that follow this sequence include the 
Blake School in Minneapolis; the Latin 
School in Chicago; Harvard Westlake 
in Los Angeles; Sidwell Friends in 
Washington, DC; and Trinity School, 
Riverdale, and Rye Country Day 
schools in New York.

In addition to adding more rigor to 
the Upper School science program, we 

have added more hands-on science in 
our Middle School. In our new fourth 
grade, we have purposefully structured 
the program very differently than 
other elementary schools, where one 
generalist homeroom teacher provides 
instruction in all major subjects. At 
Marshall we have a teaching team 
in our youngest grades that consists 
of a math/science specialist and an 
English/social studies specialist. In 
addition, we have added extra lab-
based lessons and imbedded elements 
of our highly successful after-school 
Lego Robotics program into our 
afternoon rotations.  This ensures 
that all our students are given an 
additional exposure to hands-on lab 
and engineering-focused activities.

technoloGy
In the areas of technology, we have 
brought several highly successful 
national programs to the students 
at Marshall. In the Middle School, 
our 6th grade students are using the 
ALEKS program in mathematics 
classes. This online program was 
funded through the National Science 
Foundation and uses elements of 
artificial intelligence to provide 
students with individualized and 
targeted instruction in mathematics. 
Our teacher is using this program 
to strengthen and individualize her 

classroom instruction. It is rewarding 
to see the students literally skip down 
the hall on the way to math class in the 
computer lab.

Our 7th grade teachers are piloting the 
use of the Apple iPad in their classes 
this year, sharing a cart of 25 iPads 
that have been used in mathematics, 
science and English classes so far 
this year. The use of laptops or iPads, 
called 1:1 computing, has become 
the norm at high-performing schools. 
Such technology allows for much more 
independent as well as collaborative 
work to be done in the classroom 
through writing, research, projects, 
and simulations. The efficiency 
of 1:1 programs is fully realized 
when the technology becomes just 
another tool in the learning process, 
rather than a “special activity” that 
requires signing up and traveling 
to a dedicated computer lab. The 
technology becomes so essential (and 
seamless) that most teachers who work 
in 1:1 programs vow never to work in 
another school without them.

onlIne learnInG
In the Upper School, we have joined 
the Virtual High School Global 
Consortium (www.govhs.org) and are 
now offering more than 120 unique 
semester and year-long courses to 

Marshall students. This not-for-profit 
program was initially funded by 
the US Department of Education 
and has become the gold-standard 
in online learning for secondary 
students. Each course has a dedicated 
teacher and is capped at 25 students 
who work together through weekly 
assignments, discussions, and 
projects. This semester more than 20 
Marshall students are taking courses, 
including philosophy, creative writing, 
psychology, engineering principles, 
bioethics, and the history
of photography.

“The best part of having VHS courses 
available is the breadth of opportunity 
that they add,” said Marshall junior 
Sophie Wilkowske. “This year I’m 
taking two full-time classes that aren’t 
taught at Marshall. My teachers are 
passionate about what they teach, and 
my classmates and I are able to learn 
from them just like we would from an 

instructor face-to-face. Marshall can 
only teach so many classes in physical 
classrooms, and VHS lets the students 
have access to a huge selection of 
classes. I appreciate that Marshall was 
able to offer us this opportunity.”

Importantly, this program not 
only helps students prepare for the 
technological demands of college, 
where online learning is rapidly 
becoming a core part of academic 
offerings, but it also helps to fulfill our 
mission “to educate global citizens” 
as the teachers and students in VHS 
are located around the United States 
and the world. Such diversity cannot 
be found in the dozens of Minnesota 
online schools because all of those 
students must be from Minnesota 
and the teachers must be Minnesota 
accredited. We believe the diversity 
inherent in VHS makes it a much 
more rich and robust experience
for our students.

“VHS has become one of many special 
links that unite Marshall students to 
the rest of the world as global citizens,” 
said senior and VHS Philosophy 
student Laurel Eyer, “presenting each 
person with an opportunity to reach 
out beyond the walls of Marshall and 
grab hold of an unique entity
of knowledge.”

Over generations, colleges and 
universities have come to know that 
Marshall students are prepared for 
the rigors of higher learning. As the 
demands of the 21st century change, 
we expect that our new initiatives in 
science and technology will keep us at 
the forefront of secondary education in 
the region.

Visit the Marshall School website at 
marshallschool.org for more initiatives.

SmartBoard technology 
is one tool Marshall 
teachers use to enhance 
student learning.

Re-sequenced science 
curriculum provides 
more rigor and hands-
on experiences.
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As early as the 1970s Marshall brought international students to 
campus through exchange programs such as Rotary International and 
AFS to spend the year in Duluth. Most Marshall graduates remember 
sharing time in the classroom with a student from a different country, 
adding an interesting spark and perspective to classroom discussion, 
student life, and imparting a sense of wonderment that someone from 
so far away could find their way to Duluth, Minnesota and into the 
hallways of our own Marshall School. 

Marshall’s language department has long encouraged outbound trips 
for Hilltopper students to deepen their understanding of the language 
and culture they are learning, and to practice their language skills in 
an immersion environment. Trips to France, Spain, South America and 
Germany have been common over the years – and language students 
who didn’t travel still had the opportunity to connect with students 
in other countries through pen pal relationships and other school-to-
school partnerships. 

For many years, Marshall sustained 
this level of global connection.  
But a few years ago, the landscape 
began to change. It started slowly 
– first with the emergence of a 
new kind of international student 
who wanted to attend Marshall for 
multiple years and graduate with a 
diploma. Marshall was approved to 
offer students this opportunity, and 
with the success of a few, Marshall’s 
reputation grew as a school that 
offered both excellent academics 
and a welcoming community. 
Demand for international spaces 
quickly exceeded any in past 
history. 

Three years ago, a school-wide task 
force revised Marshall School’s 
mission – and the resulting 
language included an emphasis 
“to educate students to become 
global citizens…” Part of educating 
for global citizenship is teaching 
students to dream big and to have 
the confidence, compassion, and 
the courage to act on those dreams. 
Marshall has always encouraged 
students to take risks in their 
learning. Whether the result is 
success or not, the school supports 
students in the process, imparting 
the zeal for bigger goals and the 
resilience to challenge that a rich 
and rewarding life requires.

neW ProGraM
In October of 2010, Marshall 
established an International 
Program with big goals – including 
the formalization of an international 
student recruiting and enrollment 
program, faculty exchange 
program, and student exchange 
program. 

One year later, Marshall’s 
International student recruiting and 
enrollment program is bringing 
international Hilltoppers to 
Marshall from across the world. In 
its first year, the Program recruited 
18 new students from six different 

countries who are currently enrolled 
long-term at Marshall. International 
students are learning, creating, 
studying, playing, and performing 
alongside domestic Hilltoppers 
every day – and the benefits are 
many. Learning is enhanced by 
different perspectives being shared 
in the classroom. Leadership 
skills are being practiced as local 
Hilltoppers welcome students from 
cultures and backgrounds different 
from their own. Friendships are 
being formed that are enriching the 
Marshall experience for all.  

Faculty eXchanGe
The new faculty exchange program 
brought five visiting faculty from 
India to Marshall during the 
first eight weeks of the 2011-12 
academic year. Smitali Subba 
(Physical Education), Vijaya Piryani 
(Elementary Education), Jenny Vaz 
(Library Science), Chitra Peirari 
(Executive Assistant), and Barry 
Raut (Technology), all from the 
American School of Bombay, shared 
their knowledge, skills and passion 
for education with Marshall, and 
left a mark on all those who worked 
with them and benefited from their 
teaching. The Indian faculty shared 
their culture with students in their 
daily teaching and in an assembly 
where they presented about the 
American School of Bombay, 
Indian Culture and daily life. 
Marshall plans to host more visiting 
faculty in the future, as well as send 
Marshall faculty to schools abroad.  

student eXchanGe
The student exchange program at 
Marshall still includes outbound 
language trips for students. Spanish, 
French and German students will 
be traveling abroad in June of 
2012. But for the first time ever, 
all Marshall students now have 
the opportunity to study abroad 
through a Marshall sponsored 
exchange program that will include 
their foreign credits on their official 

Global citizen
Marshall

Marshall School 
has been opening 
its doors to the 
world for decades.  

By christa Knudsen
Director of International 

Programs

01
Fourth graders &
exchange faculty

02
German American
Partnership 
Program 
Participants

03
Visiting Indian 
Faculty from 
American School 
of Bombay

some Marshall 
International students

01

02

03
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charles sobczak ’68 recently
wrote and published Living Sanibel — 
A Nature Guide to Sanibel & Captiva 
Islands. It has been among the best 
selling books in Southwest Florida.

rachel strohman ’90 had a new 
addition join the family on January
12, 2011, a son Jacob Daniel
Strohman-Barr.

scott newstok ’91 taught in Rhodes 
College’s summer study program in 
Oxford. He and his wife Sarah live in 
Memphis and just had their second 
child, Axel Felix Newstok.

As an active member of the air force, 
Matt Komatsu ’95 spent a month in 
Japan after the tsunami to assist with 
the cleanup and rebuilding. 

Mitchell King ’95 joined the law
firm of Kretsch & Gust, PLLC in 
Edina, MN on July 1st.  He and his 
wife Alison were married in October 
2009 in Minneapolis, and welcomed 
their first child, Levi Harold King, 
on November 15, 2010.  The family 
recently sold their condo in downtown 
Minneapolis and is looking forward
to moving into their new home with
a big yard in Minnetonka just in time
for trick-or-treating!

Bryan sederberg ’04 and
nicole Witten ’04 were married
on July 9, 2011.

rebecca (hon) Jensen ’01 and 
husband Andrew Jensen welcomed 
Aidan Robert, Henry Herbert and 
Oliver Thomas to their family on 
February 15, 2011.

Jennifer (Beeman) Zipt ’98 
received her principal’s license from 
MNSU in December 2010. She was 
also married on December 31, 2010.

Kimberly trela ’00 of Duluth, MN 
married Shaun Irland of Martville, NY 
on May 27, 2011 at Beardslee Castle in 
Little Fall, NY.

rachel Waterhouse ’02 and david 
Moline ’04 were married on August 
6, 2011.

Maijaliisa Millarrd ’03 and Mark 
Kaarto, both of Superior, were married 
on May 15th in a private ceremony in 
Las Vegas.

adam apter ’05 and wife Ana are 
thrilled to announce the birth of their 
son, Ariel Melech Apter. Ari was born 
at 5:25am on Monday, May 2nd. He 
weighed in at 8lbs 3 oz and was 21 
inches long. Everyone is doing great!

chelsea Bowen ’07 is traveling to 
Switzerland with the Sister Cities.

Justin lee ’07 and Alanna 
Schwanke, both of Two Harbors, 
were married on October 15th at the 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Two 
Harbors.

Jesse Geary ’08 participated in 
Macalester’s study abroad program and 
traveled to Mongolia. This experience 
was life changing for him.

Joe Koslak ’09 will be playing 
Divison 1 hockey for West Point
next year.

aaron dunphy-Knighten ’11 
received a Page Education Foundation 
Scholarship. He attends St. Olaf 
College in Northfield, MN, and plans 
extensive youth mentoring work in the 
Northfield community focusing on his 
many interests, including academics, 
science, students of color, and athletes 
in track, high jump, hurdles, basketball 
and soccer.

the hIlltoPPer
aluMnI councIl

MeMBers
Frank Befera ’84
Michelle Buria ’89
Hilary Crook ’98
Judith McKeever ’78
J. Steve Nys ’98
Ryanne Overom ’96
Paul Pedersen ’87
Molly Rathke ’95
Sam Rathke ’09
Branden Robinson ’03

MIssIon
The purpose of the Hilltopper 
Alumni Council is to promote 
the participation of alumni 
from Duluth Cathedral High 
School and Marshall School 
in activities that support the 
mission of Marshall School 
and promote a sense of 
community among alumni.

suBMIt your neWs!
Class news and notes 
information to be included 
in the Alumni section of the 
Hilltopper should be sent to:

Alumni Relations Office
1215 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN  55811

(218) 727-7266
kbarker@marshallschool.org
marshallschool.org

aluMnI news & notes

Marshall transcript. Marshall’s first 
exchange partnership is with the 
American School of Brasilia, and 
Marshall will send four students 
abroad to Brazil during 2011-12. 
Opportunities in other parts of the 
world are under development, and 
Marshall expects to be able to offer 
Hilltopper students a variety of 
study abroad options within a short 
amount of time. 

In addition, short-term exchange 
programs, such as the German 
American Partnership Program 
and the Duluth Sister Cities 
Petrozavodsk Exchange, continue 
to bring visiting international 
students to Marshall on an every-
other-year basis for shorter periods 
of time. 

Already making significant 
contributions to the Marshall 
experience in its first year, the 

International Program holds even 
more possibilities for the future. 
Additional international service 
learning trips and classroom 
partnerships that would involve 
Marshall students working 
with a partner school to solve a 
common problem or research an 
issue are projects under current 
consideration. 

Importantly, the creation of 
Marshall’s International Program 
stands as an example of what 
Marshall hopes to instill in 
students - the courage to step 
outside the comfort zone to reap
an even larger reward.  

Most international students plan 
to graduate from Marshall.

Students experience
the Northland.
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For many years now October brings to the Marshall Middle School, on or 
near the Feast of St. Francis, a special chapel to bless the animals and reflect 
on the importance of animal life for all of us. It is, what I lovingly call, a 
“Time of Blessed Chaos.”

This year, on Oct. 4, some of the students brought pictures of their pets and 
placed the photos on the altar where their pets were blessed ‘in absentia.’ 
However, after chapel, which fell at the end of the day, many parents 
brought their pets to school where I blessed them in the courtyard. This 
year there were dogs, cats, birds, a lizard and a snake on hand to be blessed. 
A special treat this year was the blessing of newly emerged butterflies from 
chrysalises that were then set free to migrate to Mexico. The chrysalises 
were nurtured by Spanish teacher Ms. Stuchis, her fourth grade advisees 
and her husband, Mr. Gabler, one of our science teachers. At chapel Ms. 
Stuchis’ fourth grade advisees wrote a line or two to explain something 
unique or exciting about the monarch butterfly.

Henry Beston’s reading was shared ably with the students at chapel by 
Greta Leitz-Najarian, a fourth grader. “We need another and a wiser and 
perhaps a more mystical concept of animals... In a world older and more 
complete than ours they move finished and complete, gifted with extensions 
of the senses we have lost or never attained, living by voices we shall never 
hear. They are not brethren, they are not underlings; they are other nations, 
caught with ourselves in the net of life and time, fellow prisoners of the 
splendour and travail of the earth.”

We closed this “Blessed Day of Chaos” with this simple blessing: “Blessed 
are you, Lord our God, ruler of all the universe: we praise you for the 
wonderful works you have made.  Bless all animals and help us to love them 
with all our might. May we learn from animals, especially our pets. May the 
animals in our lives be treated as the true blessings they are. Amen.”

“Blessed Chaos?” Indeed. But one of the many ways that Marshall offers 
now, as it always has, something special, to those who attend this school 
atop the hill.

Give to the Max
on november 16.
And your gift can 
do more.

Blessed chaos

In MeMorIaM

Patrick Leo Whalen ’37
Donald J. Mills ’39
Reilly Patrick Lucore ’41
Wilbert L. Monaghan ’43
Mercedes Ann (Raymond) Privette ’43
 James Higgins ’46
Lyle H. “Red” Watt ’47
 Joseph J. Jodouin ’48
Edward H. Poirier ’49
Carole Galarneau ’52
Doran Ventrucci ’55
Mary Jo Dieryck ’56
Gene Rock ’56
David Charles Landstrom ’66
 Joseph Krmpotich ’68
Mary Christensen ’69
Pamela Rae Flaa ’77
Timothy Adam Bearheart ’00
Ryan Sattler ’06

 John E. Vucinovich
Former Faculty and Coach
Father Richard Partika
Former Faculty

thanKsGIvInG chaPel
November 23, 2011

tWIn cItIes aluMnI event
December 3, 2011

aluMnI holIday
chaPel recePtIon
December 21, 2011

aluMnI BasKetBall GaMe
December 23, 2011

aluMnI hocKey GaMe
December 23, 2011 

ruMMaGe sale
March 31, 2012

Marshall MaGIc celeBrate! 
25th annIversary auctIon 
and dInner
May 5, 2012

aluMnI reunIon
 July 20 – 22, 2012

Please contact the Alumni office
to request support in planning 
your class reunion events!

uPcoMInG events

By Chico Anderson
School Chaplain

Every new donation earns a 
dollar-for-dollar match up to 
$25,000. plus new and returning 
donors could help us earn an 
extra $15,000!

marshallschool.org/givetothemax
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Duluth, MN  55811
(218) 727–7266

marshallschool.org


