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from the hilltop
Language matters. So does punctuation. 

As the new Head of School, one of my formal responsibilities was to 
present at our annual Founder’s Day assembly. The assignment, as 
explained by our administrative team, was to provide the context for the 
school’s history and traditions at the end of Homecoming celebrations. 

I began, naturally, at the beginning -- learning of the $10,000 donation 
that the “Empire Builder” John J. Hill gave to the school for the 
construction of its first building in 1909 on the corner of 2nd Avenue West 
and 4th Street. I later learned about the vision provided by Bishop Francis 
J. Schenk that led to the building of a thoroughly “modern campus” on 
our current site in 1963. The school’s name change in 1987, I learned, was 
in honor of the service that Julia and Caroline Marshall showed not only to 
the school but to the entire city of Duluth. 

Fascinating information, but exactly which one was the “founder” that I 
was supposed to honor at Founder’s Day? 

As I dug deeper, reading through documents dating back to the original 
Beacon yearbook in 1916, I realized that perhaps I had it all wrong. 
In the pages of these primary sources, I learned how the traditions of 
our school may have been different in name over the years but remain 
similar in spirit. In 1932, senior Mary Catherine Shields wrote about 
school standards that included scholarship, honor, and leadership. In 
1952, the Beacon editors wrote that “cheerful friendliness is perhaps 
the outstanding characteristic of the school.” A 1975 flyer declared that 
the school is “dedicated to maintaining excellence through individual-
oriented teaching.” This led a 1980 graduate, who went on to attend an 
Ivy League school, to recall that the “greatest contribution to my growth 
and education came from the concern, sincerity, professionalism, quality 
and ambitions of my teachers.”   

Since 1904, our school has consistently nurtured the intellect and 
character of each student. As a private institution, it is continually reborn 
through the passion and commitment brought by each new generation of 
students, faculty, staff, parents, and friends. 

I then was reminded how much punctuation matters. It wasn’t Founder’s 
Day we were celebrating. It is Founders’ Day -- today and everyday.
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The Marshall Board of Trustees 
approved a formal Diversity 
Statement at their spring 
meeting:

Marshall School values and 
respects every individual and 
strives to create an inclusive, 

diverse, and equitable 
community where all feel 

respected and empowered.

According to Eric Norberg, 
past president of the Board 
of Trustees, “Developing a 
formal statement was a key 
Board objective. The statement 
represents the values that 
Marshall stands for and the 
environment we all want to be 
part of. The group process for 
developing the statement was 
in itself rewarding; we thank 
Michelle Buria ’89, Karen Snyder, 
and a dedicated group of parents, 
teachers, and students for many 
hours of listening, dialogue, 
debating, and coalescing to reach 
this key milestone. of course, 
adopting a formal statement is 
not the end; expect Marshall to 
implement these diversity values 
in all our programs.”
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campus news

RECORD NEW STUDENT ENROLLMENT AT MARShALLNEW DIvERSITy STATEMENT 
APPRoVED

72 graduates (95%) of the class of 2010 •	
submitted college applications.
These 72 students submitted 266 college •	
applications. 
Of these 266 applications, 204 were •	
accepted (77%).
Of the 72 students who submitted •	
college applications, 87% of them were 
accepted into his or her first choice 
college, across all levels of difficulty. 
Of the 72 students who submitted •	
college applications, 42 (58%) earned 
$4,408,474.00 in scholarships from all 
colleges over a four-year period.
Of this $4.4 million, $2,134,950.00 in scholarships was accepted by •	
Marshall’s class of 2010.
Twelve members of the Class of 2010 earned AP Scholar Awards in •	
recognition of their exceptional achievement on AP Exams: Elizabeth 
Bolen, Mitchell Campbell, Erin Davis, Joseph Deutsch, Naren 
hazareesingh, Elyse hornstein, Lydia Jacobs, Chrisana Pokorny, Kara 
Ponder, Charlotte Skinner, Karl Unertl, and Joel Welinski.

A record number of new students enrolled at Marshall for the 2010-
11 school year. While new student enrollment had been averaging 85 
students over the past five years, this year saw 110 new students enroll, a 
30% increase in one year. The number of new students entering Marshall is 
the largest in nearly a decade. 

Seventy percent of our new students enrolled in the middle school, which 
has a total of 185 students in grades 5-8. Marshall’s upper school has 234 
students in grades 9-12. Of the 110 new students, six of them are new 
international students. We are looking forward to an exciting year, and 
are thrilled to be welcoming so many new Hilltoppers and their families to 
Marshall.

MARSHALL CLASS oF 2010: CoLLEGE PREPARATIoN By THE NuMBERS

WELCOME TO 
ouR 2010-11 
INTERNATIoNAL 
STuDENTS



Ms. Wolfe with two generations  
of her students.

In June 2010 Barry Wolfe retired 
after 25 years of teaching 
social studies and geography at 
Cathedral and Marshall Schools. 
Ms. Wolfe was well-known and 
respected for her first-hand 
knowledge of world geography 
and sociology. From the rituals of 
the yanomamö to the traditions 
of the aboriginal Australians, 
Ms. Wolfe led her classes all 
around the globe. Students’ 
newly grasped concepts were 
often displayed on the vibrant 
bulletin boards within her room.  
(And come May, we are certain 
to miss the sky full of handmade 
traditional kites we’ve grown 
accustomed to seeing.) To honor 
Barry, current and former faculty 
and staff gathered to celebrate 
her career. Former student 
and current colleague Jamie 
MacDougall (upper school English 
& Latin) ’94 and colleagues 
Karen Snyder (Associated head of 
School), Scott Kylander-Johnson 
(middle school English) ’90, Matt 
Whittaker (middle school English) 
’02, and Tom Diener (middle and 
upper school science) offered 
their funny, thoughtful and 
heartfelt observations on Ms. 
Wolfe’s wonderful career. The 
entire Hilltopper community 
offers sincere thanks to Ms. Wolfe 
for her commitment to Hilltopper 
students and wishes her all 
the best in her forthcoming 
adventures!

Tadd Johnson ’75 is a Professor and Department Head for the American 
Indian Studies Department at university of Minnesota-Duluth. He holds 
advanced knowledge of Indian gaming regulation, Capitol Hill, drafting 
laws and regulations, tribal politics, Native American history and media 
relations. Mr. Johnson is a member of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, Bois 
Forte Band of Chippewa Indians. After graduating from Duluth Cathedral 
in 1975, Mr. Johnson received his Bachelor of Arts (Cum Laude) from 
the College of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN, and his Juris Doctor from the 
university of Minnesota Law School in Minneapolis, MN. Tadd and his wife, 
Emily Seger-Johnson, have two daughters currently attending Marshall - 
Madeline ’13 and hannah ’16. 

Fred Shusterich is the President of Midwest Energy Resources where 
he oversees the operation of the company as well as the operation of 
its Superior Midwest Energy Terminal. Mr. Shusterich has more than 31 
years of experience in material handling systems design and engineering, 
coal and dry bulk product transportation, marketing, and business 
development. Mr. Shusterich earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
chemistry and environmental science from the university of Minnesota and 
a master’s degree in business administration. Fred and his wife, Sheila 
Shusterich, are the parents of two hilltoppers, sons John ’07 and Jim ’10.

The Marshall Professional Building has undergone a major renovation.   
originally, the building served as a residence for Benedictine Sisters 
teaching at the school. But since the late 1970’s it has housed a variety of 
tenants. This rental income has provided important additional revenue to 
supplement tuition and philanthropy. (Currently tuition only covers 77% 
of the cost of educating a hilltopper student.) This summer the interior 
space was reconfigured, new carpeting and lighting installed, and exterior 
signs hung near the building entrances. According to Chief Financial 
Officer Beth Tessier, “approximately 75% of the space is currently leased, 
but several prime office spaces are still available.”
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BARRy WOLFE RETIRES

campus news

NEW TRUSTEES

GENERATIoNS oF HILLToPPER ALuMNI

MARSHALL PRoFESSIoNAL BuILDING uPGRADES

Each year we love to gather together the children of alumni. It’s a 
wonderful reminder of the generations of families who have become 
Hilltoppers throughout the life of the school. Go ’Toppers!
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Marshall Music 
Takes the 
Spotlight.

it’s 
instrumental!

by: Christa Knudsen ’92
Director of Communications 

& International Programs 



One of the things that strikes a person sent to interview the three 
main figures in Marshall’s music department is their amassed 
collection of graduation photos. Covering walls, push pinned 

to door frames, sitting on tables, along with notes, cards, drawings, 
printed off emails, old-fashioned letters – basically any and all forms of 
communication are everywhere. 

I’m visiting the music department to talk with Bill Alexander, 
Marshall’s 5-12 Band Director, Mary Whitlock, Choir Director, and 
Dave Risdon, Strings Program Director. In an era where music and the 
arts is increasingly being viewed and discontinued as a luxury item in 
schools, Marshall has continued to support a full music program with 
requirements for participation starting in 5th grade. It’s rare in this 
day and age. In this issue of the Hilltopper, we celebrate the continued 
strength of Marshall’s music program, and explore the role of music in 
our students’ lives. 

In light of all the budget-cutting and zero-houring music programs are 
currently enduring, many area high schools still support band and choir 
programs at the upper grade levels. But most no longer fund orchestra. 
Not so at Marshall. In fact, this is Dave Risdon’s seventeenth year as the 
strings director at Marshall. 

“When I first got here, the strings program was pretty small – there 
were no high school string players at all, and we had no instruments. I 
pretty much built the program from scratch,” he remembers. “I needed 
instruments, and I needed a music library.” over time, the program has 
grown significantly, now supporting a 5th grade program, a 6th grade 
program, a 7th and 8th grade combined orchestra, and a 9-12th grade 
upper school orchestra totaling nearly 60 players. “I feel fortunate to 
even have a string program at a school this size, let alone one with so 
many participants,” says Dave. 

When asked why the faculty thinks music has remained part of the core 
of a Marshall education, their feeling is that Marshall understands that 
music is a key part of developing the whole child. It provides a different 
kind of learning and growth. For some students, it will become a large 
part of their identity. For others, it may not. But for all who are exposed 
to it, it presents another opportunity to find themselves and their niche. 
And some students may find an outlet for expression through music that 
they may not otherwise have. Dave Risdon believes that every person has 
a musical self , “I always feel badly when I hear people say ‘my music 
teacher told me I didn’t have any talent so I quit.’ I think there’s talent in 
everyone – you just have to bring it out.”

Seventy-five percent of Marshall students are currently participating 
in music – the vast majority of the population. It may start out as a 
requirement, but most students continue. All three Directors echo why: 
“It’s like family.” Well…obviously, judging from the pictures, notes etc. 
before mentioned. But how? And why? 

“We spend so much time together,” says Bill Alexander, Marshall’s 
Band Director of fourteen years. “Not just the four or eight years we 
have together in class, but we play out in the community, at games 
or events. We take trips. But the student-teacher relationship is also 
different. Everything we do is publicly displayed – and I’m part of the 
ensemble, performing with them. I’m part of the team. There’s a musical 
interconnection between us, and when it all comes together, it brings the 
hair up on the back of your neck. you know, it really works. There’s an 
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Mr. Risdon and a student perform an 
impromptu concert.

“Notes” from the heart, choir room wall.
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emotional element to the subject 
matter. There has to be.”

Mary Whitlock, Choir Director, has 
also been teaching at Marshall for 
fourteen years. her first impression 
was that she was now part of a 
family. The students welcomed her 
with open arms – they pulled her 
in. But in the long run it is more 
than a warm welcome that creates 
the kind of bond the music faculty 
enjoy with their students. “I enjoy 
the students’ intellectual abilities, 
but the real joy for me is that 
emotionally, they want to become 
part of the music. They trust 
me enough to let go and express 
themselves. They understand that 
all I want is to watch them grow 
and bloom, and see how beautiful 
they can be.”

Several years ago, Hal urban, a 
nationally known leader in the 
field of character education, came 
to Marshall to speak. He talked 
about the critical importance of 
every child having at least one 
charismatic adult in their life. Hal’s 
definition of a charismatic adult 
is quite simply, “any adult from 
whom a child can draw strength.” 
Music faculty have a unique 
opportunity to be that charismatic 
adult. They teach a subject 
matter that is complex, but most 
importantly born of the human 
soul. It is emotional, personal, and 
empowering. Music connects people 
without words, but with a language 
of the heart. Music teachers inspire 

and teach confidence, growth and 
the essential life skill of practice 
as much as they do musical notes. 
“When I’m teaching here,” says Bill 
Alexander, “I’m teaching kids to 
invest in things. you can’t just buy 
an instrument and be a musician. 
you slowly work up your skills, and 
it’s a lifelong process. Teaching 
music is building a discipline to 
learn how to learn.”

Music also teaches students how to 
work together. It’s more commonly 
talked about in athletics, but it’s 
just as true in music, according to 
Marshall’s music faculty. “That’s 
why the end of the year concerts 
are so fantastic,” they agree. “The 
students have learned to trust each 
other.” 

The bond is also strong because 
music faculty have the opportunity 
to be that charismatic adult in a 
student’s life for many years, not 
just one or two. At Marshall, you 
could have Mr. Risdon, Miss Mary, 
or Mr. A as part of your daily life 
for eight years in a row. It’s no 
wonder that tears are shed each 
year at graduation from band 
members who have just played 
their last Battle Hymn of the 
Republic. And why it is a formal 
tradition for each band member to 
give Mr. Alexander a most genuine 
hug in front of the graduation 
audience of 750 families, or Miss 
Mary or Mr. Risdon a senior collage 
with personal quotes, stories and 
photos. 

Research clearly supports the 
positive effects that music and 
the arts have on learning and the 
brain (see page 7). Marshall has 
never viewed music as a luxury 
item, and stands firmly behind 
music education as a fundamental 
part of our educational program. 
But that is not what a conversation 
with Marshall’s music faculty 
impresses, or attending a Marshall 
music concert for that matter. 
What makes an impression is the 
emotion. It is expressed through 
the instruments and voices, and 
between the watchful eyes of 
the students and the faculty they 
have learned to trust with their 
innermost beings.  

As I leave the room, glancing once 
more at the cluttered wall space, I 
hear something. It speaks through 
the eyes in the photos and whispers 
from the notes and letters of the 
many graduates whose lives have 
been changed by Dave Risdon, 
Mary Whitlock and Bill Alexander. 
It is a message, “Thank you for 
sharing the gift of music with me, 
and being someone I could draw 
strength from.” 



Miss Mary and the choir take New York.

Concert Choir performing Abba’s “Mama Mia”.
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THE CASE FoR MuSIC EDuCATIoN 

Sam Martin’s epiphany came sometime toward the end of his sophomore year 
at Marshall.  Even though he had played the violin since age four, participating 
actively in Duluth’s Suzuki program and in Marshall’s orchestra program, it was 
the first time it occurred to him that music might be his future. After a college 
visit to Lawrence university in Kansas, Sam’s decision was made. Music, always a 
passion, became his life’s work. 

Eight years later, with a B.A. and graduate diploma in violin performance, Sam 
is still studying, playing and creating music. He has played at festivals and won 
competitions. He has played with great musicians, nationally and internationally, 
and currently collaborates with a large number of musical friends in a variety of 
endeavors. His main focus these days is chamber music and contemporary music, 
and although he currently lives in Connecticut, he recently started a summer 
chamber music group right here in Duluth – The Three Bridges International Chamber Music Festival.

“I feel strongly that I was set up for all of this during my years at Marshall,” said Sam. “I had close 
relationships with Bill Alexander and Dave Risdon throughout my high school years. They are very passionate 
people and care deeply about music as well as their students.”  Sam also appreciated Marshall’s Chapel 
program for its performance opportunities. “I always thought of Chapel as a kind of narrated concert. It’s an 
opportunity for students to be exposed to each other’s interests and practice performing.” 

Sam believes that it was more than just the music faculty who prepared him for his current path. “As I’ve 
gone out into the world and met various people, I realize that some of the best teachers I’ve ever had were 
at Marshall. The people I learned from were excellent. Marshall was also a great place to grow. By the time I 
graduated, I think I did find my passion.”

A ten-year study indicates that students who study music achieve 
higher test scores, regardless of socioeconomic background. - Dr. 
James Catterall, uCLA.

Students who are rhythmically skilled also tend to better plan, 
sequence, and coordinate actions in their daily lives. - “Cassily 
Column,” TCAMS Professional Resource Center

In a Columbia university study, students in the arts were found to 
be more cooperative with teachers and peers, more self-confident, 
and better able to express their ideas. These benefits exist across 
socioeconomic levels. - The Arts Education Partnership

College admissions officers continue to cite participation in music 
as an important factor in making admissions decisions. They claim 
that music participation demonstrates time management, creativity, 
expression, and open-mindedness. - Carl Hartman, “Arts May Improve 
Students’ Grades,” The Associated Press

Sam Martin ’02

PLAy oN! PLAy oN! SAM MARTIN ’02, MuSICAL ALuMNuS
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It really was a dark and stormy 
night. In Indonesia. on this 
particular July night in 2010, a 

wooden sailing vessel serving as 
cruise ship for teachers exploring 
Indonesia’s volcanic islands had 
just hit a reef, and Marshall earth 
science teacher Tom Diener, along 
with his colleagues, was trying to 
find the life jackets. Later, they 
would rely on Tom’s GPS unit to 
reassure some understandably 
nervous team members that the 
ship had moved to safety. In short, 
it was not a typical experience for 
a teacher during the summer. But 
the program that awarded Tom 
a “Fryberger” (as they are called 
by applicants and awardees) and 
sent him to study in Indonesia is 
anything but typical.

The Robert M. and LaVerne M. 
Fryberger Professional Initiative 
Fund was established to promote 
the professional development of 
Marshall School’s most valuable 
asset – its talented personnel. 
While some “Frybergers” provide 
financial assistance for graduate 
study, a substantial number of the 
awards are for more non-traditional 
professional development, what 

philanThropy’S reach: 
The Fryberger proFeSSional  
DevelopMenT FunD TravelS

by Tony Lockhart, Director of Technology

the awards committee describes as 
“creative and innovative proposals 
that will enhance an awardee’s 
professional strength.” Those 
who receive Frybergers describe 
them differently, using words like 
“awesome,” “amazing” and a 
“dream-come-true opportunity.”

Last summer’s sea cruise 
expedition through Indonesia was 
Tom Diener’s third Fryberger, 
having previously studied volcanoes 
in Hawaii and Iceland. Each 
trip has expanded this veteran 
teacher’s understanding of the 
ongoing processes that shape 
our environment, and each has 
provided him with unique tools 
to use when he returns to his 
classroom. According to Tom, 
sometimes “what you bring back 
to share is elemental, like ‘Pele’s 
hair’ lava samples I personally 
collected from Kilauea in Hawaii. 
other times it is a more subtle 
perspective on the world, like 
the realization, while watching 
traditional Indonesian dancers 
exchange text messages between 
sets, of the powerful place 
technology has in the life of kids 
everywhere.”

No matter how far afield Tom 
travels, his focus is on his students. 
While climbing to the top of Mt. 
Hekla in Iceland, he carried a short 
poem about the volcano written 
by one of his 8th grade classes. 
While sailing through Indonesian 
Archipelagos, he was asked by 
renowned volcanologist Professor 
Haraldur Sigurðsson to describe the 

model volcano Tom and his earth 
science students have created 
over the past decade, a project 
which exemplifies how a science 
teacher can use the scientific 
method to accurately portray a 
volcanic eruption. “The Fryberger 
experiences have affirmed for me 
that what I am teaching is based in 
reality, and not just a textbook.”

Kristin Stuchis and Michael 
Gabler’s Fryberger experience had 
a different focus, but it had an 
equally profound result. Together 
they planned a trip to explore the 
science and culture of Mexican 
migration. Their goal was to learn 
more about the ecological and 
cultural issues that impact two very 
different constituencies— 

view from the bow of the Sea Safari eight.

Tom Deiner with a Komodo stick  
on Komodo island.



1997•	 : The year the Fryberger 
Fund was created.

$200,000•	 : Value of the 
Fryberger Fund in 1997. 

$408,000•	 : Current value of the 
Fryberger Fund.

$5,200•	 : The amount awarded 
in 1997.

$25,000+•	 : The amount that is 
currently available for awards 
during the 2010-2011 cycle.

$185,000+•	 : Total awarded to 
faculty and staff in 14 years.

61•	 : The total number of faculty 
and staff who have been 
awarded “Frybergers” including 
17 awards for graduate study.

Thousands•	 : The number 
of students who have been 
inspired by Fryberger recipients.
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over-wintering Monarch butterflies 
and Mexicans who feel compelled 
to immigrate. 

According to Kristin, one of 
Marshall’s Spanish teachers, the 
idea for this learning opportunity 
first emerged through conversations 
with Mexican immigrants to 
Minnesota and Iowa. She was 
surprised at how frequently the 
people with whom she spoke 
said they came from Michoacán, 
a state located about two hours 
west of Mexico City. The state of 
Michocán is also home to Mexico’s 
Monarch Butterfly preserve. It is 
the winter home to over 150 million 
Monarch butterflies. So strong was 
Kristin’s interest in this region and 
in the butterflies that ten years 
ago, before joining the Hilltopper 
staff, Kristin wrote in her journal 
that her dream job would be to 
“teach Spanish and ecology at 
Marshall and teach students the 
connections between Duluth and 
the monarchs!”

Michael Gabler hoped that his 
study of the monarchs and the 
people around the preserves would 
“provide insights to allow him to 
better communicate the wonder 
of migration and the importance 
of environmental stewardship and 
habitat preservation.” During their 
visit to the village of Macheros, 
Michael and Kristin visited with the 
teachers at the local elementary 
school and with town elders, 
taught English lessons to local 
school children and viewed the 
magnificence of life represented by 
millions and millions of butterflies. 
They were also profoundly 
moved by the connections they 
saw between poverty, economic 
decisions and butterfly habitat. “In 
Macheros,” Michael commented, 
“workers earn $5 a day, but can 
sell a single old growth tree critical 
to the habitat of the monarch for 
$700.”

Their Fryberger experience also 
provided Kristin and Michael with 
some new ideas and opportunities 
for their classrooms. Kristin’s 

THE RoBERT M. & LAVERNE 
M. FRyBERGER PRoFES- 
SIoNAL INITIATIVE FuND

Kristin Stuchis 
camouflages the 
monarch.

Michael gabler meets local children in Macheros.

Exploratory Spanish students have 
watched video clips with the 
school children in Macheros and 
are currently writing notes (shaped 
like butterflies and timed to arrive 
at the same time as the monarchs 
return) to their pen pals there. 
Michael has already introduced the 
study of monarch habitat with his 
seventh-grade science students 
and is planning to create “butterfly 
gardens” with his students on 
campus. Someday, in a safer time, 
Kristin and Mike would like to 
arrange a student exchange.

Michael Gabler isn’t shy about 
describing his Fryberger experience 
as an “absolute life changer that 
made me realize the things I 
really want to learn and teach.” 
The legacy of the Robert and 
LaVerne Fryberger Professional 
Development Fund insures 
that there will be many more 
opportunities for Marshall staff and 
faculty to explore and refine their 
professional passions in the future.

caption
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MISSIoN
The purpose of the 
Hilltopper Alumni 

Council is to promote the 
participation of alumni 

from Duluth Cathedral High 
School and Marshall School 
in activities that support 
the mission of Marshall 
School and promote a  
sense of community  

among alumni.

SUBMIT yOUR NEWS!
Class news and notes 

information to be included 
in the Alumni section of the 
Hilltopper should be sent to

Alumni Relations Office
1215 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN  55811

218.727.7266
kbarker@marshallschool.org
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Class of 1955

Class of 1970

Class of 1990

hilltopper 
reunion 
Weekend 

2011

July 15-16

Contact Katie 
Barker for 

specific class 
reunion  

details at 
kbarker@

marshallschool.
org or at 

218.727.7266, 
x113.

HILLToPPER VETERAN’S PLAquE

The Hilltopper Alumni Council continues its work 
to gather the names of Hilltopper veterans who 
have served in the Armed Forces. These names 
will be listed on a plaque to be hung at Marshall. 
Send names of Hilltopper veterans to Paul Peder-
sen ’87, who works with the Minnesota Assistance 
Council for veterans, at ppedersen@mac-v.org or at 218.590.7716. To ensure 
accuracy, proof that a veteran’s name is included on a Duluth-area Veteran’s 
Wall, or the submission of form DD 214, is requested. Paul Pedersen can help 
access the DD214 for any member of the alumni community. All information 
will be kept confidential and the DD214 form can be returned if requested.

SAVE THE 
DATE!

Lowering the flag

MoRE  
REuNIoN 
PHoToS

Go to the media 
gallery at  

marshallschool.
org to find more 

2010 reunion 
photos.



50s
Donald newman ’50 and wife  
Eleanor Newman celebrated their 
fiftieth wedding anniversary on June 
27, 2010 in New hope, MN.

Thomas Morgan ’54 wrote the book 
titled “Journey to Sobriety: 34 years 
and Counting.”

80s
ian grant ’87 won a Daytime Emmy 
for outstanding Special Class Series 
for his show “The Relic Hunter with 
Ian Grant.” 

70s
patrick Johns ’72 became the new 
president of Lake Superior College in 
Duluth, MN.

Jacqueline Stone atnip ’79 works 
as a middle school science and math 
teacher. She is a grandmother of a 3 
year-old grandson. She has two boys: 
Joe, 25 and Steven, 19. She lives on a 
farm in Missouri with her husband. 

00s
emily hanson ’00 earned her Masters 
of Arts Degree in Political Science 
from the university of California and 
is currently an associate with Mendez 
Consulting Inc. in Denver, Co. 

Tim radke ’03 is finishing his 
graduate degree at the university of 
Wisconsin-Madison. he will be getting 
his M.S. in Emotional Behavioral Dis-
order Special Education with board 
certification in Behavioral Analysis. 

Shawn Mccarthy ’05 graduated Cum 
Laude from the university of Minne-
sota-Twin Cities with a major in Biol-
ogy. He entered Dental School at the 
university of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
and will graduate in Spring 2011.

eric albertson ’06 is part of the uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Superior’s Mock 
Trial Team.

Marc Mccarthy ’07 graduated from 
the university of St. Thomas with a 
double major in Business Manage-
ment and Business Marketing. He is 
working in business management in 
Menominee, MI. 

courtney basara ’08 became Miss 
Minnesota and competed in the Miss 
uSA Pageant.

Weddings
brandi (Senn) Stavlo ’96 married JD 
Stavlo on August 20, 2010.

in Memoriam
Sister Rose Marie Larkin OSB ’32 

Dorothy ‘Price’ Turbin ’35  

Maurice henry Gearns ’38  

Kathryn Elizabeth Jeffrery ’42 

helen Larane Slattery ’47 

Marjorie Joan Kuehn ’49 

Dale R. Zimm ’53  

Ronald Chester Baker ’60  

James E. Pearson ’63 

Robert Donald Mills ’64  

Roger Olav Nelson Birkland ’65 

Elizabeth ‘Leavitt’ Ellwein ’70 

Kathleen ‘Lynn’ Patten ’72 

Richard J. ‘Rick’ Feiro ’74 

Steven John Magill ’75

Rebecca A. Uttley ‘Jacott’ ’75 

Richard Jon Scharnott ’82 

Former Faculty

Sr. Mary Jean Tuttle

Nicholas ‘Nick’ Bowers Shank

Sister Mary Paul ‘Collette’ Ludwig
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Helen Slaughter Zoia ’24

20s
helen Slaughter Zoia ’24 turned 104 
this year. She is believed to be the 
oldest living member of the Hilltop-
per alumni community. Congratula-
tions Helen!

evelyn gooder ’29 will turn 101 this 
year. Congratulations Evelyn!

90s
erin vigen ’95 is the owner of 
Hairapy by Erin and recently became 
the region’s only American Board 
Certified hair Colorist.  

Dan peabody ’96 has been living in 
Washington, D.C. for the past eight 
years. He graduated from St. John’s 
with his undergraduate degree and 
from the university of Maryland with 
an M.Ed. in School Counseling. He 
is now a high school counselor in 
Beltsville, MD and also coaches golf 
and tennis.

eric Johnson ’97 married Sarah  
Resor on February 27, 2010.

libby niemi ’97 married Chris Boyd 
on July 10, 2010. 

emily Johns ’00 married Ryan  
Peterson on June 5, 2010.

ian Kramer ’03 married Jennifer 
Wootten on May 23, 2010.

andy 
Strand ’04 
married 
Amanda 
Rafn on 
June 26, 
2010.

Strand ’04 and Rafn
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MARSHALL CALENDAR

Grandparents Day
Lewis Library

November 24 - 8 am

Thanksgiving Chapel
Chapel

November 24 - 11:10 am

US Strings and Choirs Winter Concert
Fregeau Auditorium
December 6 - 7 pm

Napoli Scholarship Spaghetti Dinner
Cafeteria

December 10 - 5 pm

US Band, Jazz Band, Chamber 
Singers & Strings Winter Concert

Fregeau Auditorium
December 13 - 7 pm

Middle School Winter Concert
Fregeau Auditorium
December 14 - 4 pm

Winter holiday/Alumni Chapel
Chapel

December 21 - 2:15 pm

Alumni Reception
Art Gallery

December 21 - 3 pm

New year’s Chapel
Chapel

January 7 - 9:30 am

alumni news & notes

Benedictine Sister Mary Jean Tuttle died on June 6, 
2010. Sister was 86 when she died and had been a 
Benedictine sister for 67 years. Sr. Mary Jean’s life was 
one dedicated to God, her Benedictine community and 
education. Sister was an extraordinary teacher having 
taught music, French, English, communications and re-
ligious studies. Sr. Mary Jean taught many places, but 
her teaching at Cathedral and St. Scholastica in Duluth 
were the places where she left an indelible impression 
with many Cathedral and Scholastica alumni.

To know Sr. Mary Jean was to encounter a human 
whirlwind. She was fully alive, even in her golden years when she was 
crippled with arthritis and restricted to a motorized cart. Students who 
attended Cathedral during Sr. Mary Jean’s tenure will recall the plays she 
directed. All a person had to do was ask Sr. Mary Jean if she remembered 
the Cathedral production of WEST SIDE STORy and she would break into 
song, “I’ve just met a girl named Maria.”

Long after Cathedral became Marshall, Sr. Mary Jean continued her Hilltop-
per connections. Sister would come to Marshall for a visit, sometimes with 
other former teaching sisters. Last year she visited Marshall’s French classes 
as a guest speaker.

The motto of the Benedictine sisters is ‘That in all things may God be 
glorified.’ Sr. Mary Jean Tuttle was someone who lived out the essence of 
Benedictine life as a dynamic woman, fully alive every moment of her life. 
She was a blessing to all she encountered.

gifts of all size make a difference. Make your gift of $25 or $2,500 online at 

marshallschool.org/onlinegiving

REMEMBERING SISTER MARy JEAN TuTTLE
by Chico Anderson, Religious Studies Teacher and School Chaplain

Become a Fan of the Hilltopper 
Alumni Page on Facebook!
Duluth Cathedral/Marshall  
Hilltopper Alumni

Please submit your nomination for the next Hilltopper you think should be 
inducted to the Hilltopper Athletic Hall of Fame! Submit nominations to 
Katie Barker, Development Assistant, at kbarker@marshallschool.org, or 
218.727.7266 x113

HILLToPPER ATHLETIC HALL oF FAME NoMINATIoNS

FACEBooK

TELL US WhO

If you can identify all 
the Hilltoppers in this 
picture, your name will 
be placed in a drawing 
for a Hilltopper sweat-
shirt! We’ll announce the 
winner in the Spring 2011 
edition of the Hilltopper. 

Submit your guess to 
kbarker@marshallschool.
org by February 1, 2011!



We g ive

MARSHALL’S HILLToPPER FuND

Support excellence today to create global leaders for 
tomorrow. Contributions to Marshall’s Hilltopper Fund 

directly benefit our exceptional academic and co-
curricular programs and the faculty who lead them.

Please contact Shannon hoffman, Director of Annual Giving, with questions at 218.727.7266 x112

gifts of all size make a difference. Make your gift of $25 or $2,500 online at 

marshallschool.org/onlinegiving
MARSHALL’S BIG CIRCLE FuND

Provide access to the Marshall experience through 
need-based financial aid. A gift to the Big Circle 

Fund is a gift that will make a difference in a young 
person’s life today and far into the future.

All gifts are tax-deductible.

100% of Marshall School’s Administration contributes to the hilltopper or Big Circle Fund.  
This academic year, there are 419* reasons they do. Please make your gift today.

*Academic year 2010-11 opening day enrollment



MarshallGrades 5-12

Preparation.  For college.  For life.

1215 Rice Lake Road | Duluth, MN  55811

Marshall’s 5th graders at Chester Bowl for Forestry Day.


