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It sure seems as if the year goes by quickly. As Board members, it is our 
responsibility to make sure Marshall is here for generations to come. 
The role of the Board is to focus on the long-term future of the school 
and to plan initiatives that keep our school strong. This past year we 
completed a thorough strategic planning process that gathered feedback 
and input from students, parents, teachers, school alumni, trustees, 
and friends of the school. Based on this feedback, the Board identified 
strategic Principles that will guide us for the next several years in the 
following areas: Program Differentiation, Global connections, Marshall’s 
Mission in curriculum and community, sustainability, and Facilities. In 
the fall the Board will adopt specific initiatives for each principle and will 
communicate them with our Hilltopper community.

In mid-october, we welcomed Gene Bratek as the Interim Head of school.  
Gene will lead the school for the remainder of the school year when a 
permanent Head of school will be named. His depth of experience allows 
us to begin implementation of our strategic plan that continues the 
forward momentum the school has had over the years.

As I enter the last year of my nine years on the Board, I’d like to 
extend a thank you to the many individuals who have made sacrifices 
and contributions to move our school forward. I have been especially 
impressed by the dedication and hard work of our teachers, staff and 
parents. My family and I are proud to be a part of the rich tradition of a 
cathedral and Marshall education. I look forward with excitement to our 
school’s continued success.

eric Norberg
President

I have only been part of the Marshall community 
for a few weeks, but I can already see some 
of the reasons why people are so strongly 
committed to this school. I have been warmly 
welcomed by everyone, including teachers, 
students, administrators, support staff, parents, 
alumni and trustees. During parent conferences 
I was able to meet many new faces and hear 
about some of the wonderful experiences 
families have had over the years at Marshall. 
My first impressions are that this is a vibrant, 

energetic and productive academic community with significant emphasis 
on the character development of students. The small class sizes, the 
dedication of teachers, and the opportunities for students to participate 
in activities such as sports and drama are often pointed out as among 
the reasons students love being here. During my career I have had the 
opportunity to get to know many independent schools. Without question, 
Marshall ranks among the best of these. My wife, rose Marie, and I 
are delighted to be here and I look forward to working with everyone 
during the year as the Search Committee completes its task of finding a 
permanent Head of school to begin the 2010-11 school year.

eugene Bratek
Interim Head of school
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last May, four Marshall students met 
with Duluth Mayor Don Ness to talk 
about leadership. These students 
– Julia Ardis ’09, Alex Jarocki ’09, 
Haley little ’10, and sam rathke ’09 
– were surprised to hear the mayor 
list compassion as an important 
attribute of all great leaders. They 
were just as surprised to hear 
him challenge Marshall to take a 
leadership role in Duluth’s Hillside 
neighborhood. 

since then, a group of Marshall administrators and faculty have been 
working side by side with several youth-serving organizations to create 
activities for schools and families that benefit the Hillside community.  
representatives of the YMcA, Boys and Girls clubs, Grant and Nettleton 
schools, and Heidi Timm-Bijold from the Mayor’s office are working with 
Adam Tehle, Mike Gabler, Dave Johnson, Jamie MacDougall ’94 and Bob 
Sherman to define our answer to the mayor’s challenge.  

Marshall science teacher Michael 
Gabler joined the Hillside initiative 
because “it’s the right thing to do. 
This partnership benefits Marshall 
and Duluth by fostering community 
through new friendships. Because 
Duluth communities tend to be 
somewhat isolated from one another 
and segregated by economic 
income, this initiative breaks down 
neighborhood barriers and allows 
common interests in science and 

other activities to be the foundation for positive relationships.”

some of the proposals made so far include

Middle school students at Marshall and students at Nettleton and •	
Grant schools teaching various subjects to each other and building 
lasting relationships
Building a community garden near a Hillside school•	
Bringing Hillside families together to hear and preserve stories about •	
the history of the neighborhood and
Holding free concerts for Hillside families at sacred Heart Music •	
center and other neighborhood venues.

Asked to define what success might look like a few years down the road, 
stephanie Heilig, principal at Nettleton elementary, said: “success would 
look like families from all walks of life working to develop new ways of 
working together.” 

It was a busy summer with several 
major construction projects 
completed on campus.

using dedicated funds that were 
raised as a part of the “our second 
century campaign,” necessary 
updates were made to our athletic 
facilities. Inside the building, a 
major renovation of the boys’ and 
girls’ locker rooms created more 
functional and appealing spaces for 
our athletes and physical education 
students. outside, a limestone 
surface was laid on the track, and 
the tennis courts were rebuilt and 
upgraded.

The biggest project was the 
replacement of the gym and 
Walsh Hallway roofs. The new 
roofs have increased insulation 
to help reduce energy costs. 
We piloted a “classroom of the 
future” project this summer. 
Through the generosity of a donor, 
one classroom was transformed 
with new energy efficient 
windows, lighting, and interactive 
technology. The project will serve 
as a model for future renovations 
of classrooms.

You can view construction photos 
on the school web page at www.
marshallschool.org/construction.
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MArsHAll sTuDeNTs ouT-
PerForM sTATe AND locAl 
scHools oN AcT exAMs

We are pleased to welcome two new members to the Marshall Board 
of Trustees. The Marshall Board is comprised of twenty volunteers who 
are responsible for governing the operation of our school. According 
to The National Association of Independent schools, the board is 
“the guardian of the school’s mission. It is the board’s responsibility 
to ensure that the mission is relevant and vital to the community 
it serves and to monitor the success of the school in fulfilling its 
mission.”    

Deb Amberg is the parent of a Marshall eighth 
grader. Deb is senior Vice President, General 
counsel and secretary of AlleTe, Inc. she has 
been with the company since 1990, and has been 
involved in a broad variety of areas within the 
company’s energy business. Deb is a 1990 cum 
laude graduate of the university of Minnesota law 
school, and received her B.A. in economics from 
the university of Minnesota in 1987. she is a 1996 
graduate of leadership Duluth.

Brent Wouters has two sons in the Middle school.  
He is President and Chief Executive Officer of Cirrus 
Aircraft. He joined cirrus Aircraft in April of 2002 as 
Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer 
and was elevated to President and chief operating 
Officer in early 2008. Wouters holds an M.B.A. from 
Georgia state university, an M.s. in Aerospace 
engineering from Iowa state university, and a 
B.A. in Math and Physics from Iowa’s Graceland 
university.

languages other than english are overheard more frequently in Marshall’s halls this year than in years past. 
Marshall language teachers have long encouraged their students to practice their conversational language skills, 
but this year’s phenomenon is due to something quite different - a record number of international students 
among the student population. Fourteen students from outside the us enrolled at Marshall for the 2009-10 school 
year. Most of the students come from china and south Korea. one student from Norway is also attending. 

Marshall has always enrolled foreign exchange students from organizations such as AFs and rotary. These 
students have come from all over the world, and attended Marshall on a one-year exchange program, living with 
a local host family. several years ago, Marshall was approached by an organization looking to place a different 

kind of student – students who were interested 
in attending Marshall for multiple years with the 
intention of graduating from Marshall and attending 
an American college or university. starting with just 
three students, this program has since grown rapidly! 

All fourteen students are living with host families 
this year. Why is Marshall so popular? As 2008 
graduate WooJae Kim put it, “I have been to other 
schools and there is no place as welcoming and 
successful as Marshall.”

once again Marshall students 
have achieved impressive results 
on the AcT college entrance 
exam. Marshall students scored 
a 25.7 average on the test. The 
average score statewide was 22.7.  
Marshall’s Director of college 
counseling Katie Voller-Berdan 
attributed the school’s consistently 
high AcT marks to the rigor of 
courses at Marshall. she said most 
students take english, math, social 
studies, science and a foreign 
language during all four years of 
high school. “I think our curriculum 
really prepares students to take the 
AcT,” she said. “They just get a lot 
of preparation in the classroom.” 
Marshall has been awarded AcT’s 
prestigious red Quill Award in both 
of the past two years. The award 
recognizes the school’s innovative 
approach to improving curriculum 
and improving test scores. Marshall 
is one of only three schools in 
the Midwest to have received the 
award in consecutive years. 
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100 Years of hilltopper Drama

by Tim Blackburn ’66
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pictured are students  
rehearsing for the Fall  

2009 production of  
Once Upon a Mattress



I t was so exciting to be the first students at the new Duluth Cathedral 
High school in september, 1963, that the 750 of us, in our new school 
uniforms, could forgive the ongoing construction. Most prominently, 

Fregeau Auditorium was a long way from completion. Anywhere else this 
might have typified the low priority of the performing arts in American 
education. But to many of us the new possibilities this unfinished cavern 
suggested were–and remain–exciting. Fregeau was not ready for the aptly 
named first play on the new campus, The Miracle Worker, but since that 
time has established nearly a half-century legacy of theater.

The “old school” had its own half-century of theater that awaits its 
historian and celebrator. As a brand new student at the brand new place, 
I knew people remained proud of the old tradition. sisters Margretta 
and Mary Peter, straight from writing and directing the last downtown 
production, the 9th grade musical The Pruning Time, were the leaders.  
This great team was responsible for a stirring string of big productions - 
big casts, big dance numbers, big audiences – on the Fregeau stage. Their 
huge spring all-school musicals took hundreds of hours of student effort, 
with little competition from spring sports. Thanks to Hilltopper parents 
like Bob rich and Dottie Becker, there were TV ads and appearances 
by students on local TV talk shows. one of my most vivid memories as 
president of the Theater Guild illustrates the scale of these musicals. sr. 
Margretta had promised head of school Msgr. Hogan that the 1965 musical, 
The Music Man, would clear “a couple thousand dollars,” but the final 
profit was something like $1,948. Unflappable, she changed the books by 
about $60, telling me that she knew Msgr. Hogan, and he needed that first 
number to be a 2 or he would think it was only oNe thousand. He was very 
pleased with the creatively accounted figures showing what would be in 
2009 dollars a profit of $10,000. 

The other key creator of the Fregeau legacy was Nick shank, who arrived 
in the fall of 1963 and taught english and directed plays for a decade.  
Nick shank was unforgettable: theatrical, artistic, uncompromising in his 
sense of aesthetic values and taste, generous, passionate, and to us mere 
high school students, incredibly cultured. one of his earliest productions 
was T.s. eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral, with – who else? – Nick shank 
in the lead role. Mr. shank cared about literature and art and left an 
indelible mark on a generation of students.  

It was with sr. Margretta and sr. Mary Peter and Nick shank on my mind 
– and some of the terrific actors I had seen, like Jim Banks ’65, launie 
Mingo ’66, and Terri Dunphy ’66 – that I came back to the school in 1985 
and at the instigation of fellow english teacher Dave Homstad ’72 directed 
my first Fregeau play. Of course I chose something I had first become 
excited about in a Nick shank english class - a play (actually, two plays, 
melded rather illegally together) by edward Albee. I couldn’t help but 
recall a similar transgression by sisters Margretta and Mary Peter who, 
when they noticed how many good singers like Mark McVann ’68 were in 
the cast of Pygmalion, decided to include several songs from My Fair Lady.   

At the further instigation of former head of school John McGee, we 
entered a Hilltopper play for the first time in the Minnesota State High 
school league one-act play competition. Both directing the play and 
competing in one-act contests stirred me more deeply than I could have 
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The Wasps - 1991, Region Champs - 1991, Miracle Worker - 1964
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predicted, and I went on to direct 
at least three and sometimes four 
plays at Marshall a year, some 39 
productions over a 12-year period.  
Twice we had one-act plays that 
as region champion went on to the 
state one-Act Play Festival; both 
were by the Greek comic dramatist 
Aristophanes (Lysistrata in 1987 
and The Wasps in 1991) and both 
times I think we shocked – and very 
much pleased – a wide variety of 
audiences. As the school that did 
Aristophanes – we also did full-
length productions of four of his 
other plays, as always in our own 
translations with very topical 
jokes – and “the classics,” 
we affirmed Marshall as a 
school with serious education 
and truly independent 
learning.

The starting point during 
those years was the choice of 
plays. We did shakespeare, 
chekhov, and Brecht, 
ancient plays from Greece 
and India, medieval plays 
from china and england, 
The Green Bird from Italy 
and The Insect Comedy from 
czechoslovakia, as well as 
some twentieth-century 
American works. Thanks to what 
I learned from Nick shank, I knew 
that young people can handle doing 
the very best things ever written 
and gain so much more from them. 
As a college preparatory school’s 
drama program, it contributed to 
the overall educational process. We 
only did plays that our school would 
consider teaching in the classroom, 
or, put another way, we considered 
any plays that got taught as fair 
game, which is how we first dared 
to do Aristophanes. of course there 
were uneven productions, and 
people who wanted a more “show 
biz” approach. overall, however, 
the Fregeau stage showcased 
student artists who were engaging 
themselves and their audiences in 
the great dramatic traditions of the 
world.

And the number of those student 
artists was large, another lesson 

I learned from sr. Margretta: 
involve as many as possible. Drama 
Day started in those years, with 
every 8th grader participating in 
a play. The high school plays held 
rehearsals at night so that athletes 
could participate. How sad it would 
have been if, for instance, the 
irrepressible Katie (McGee) Koski 
’91 had not been able to shimmer as 
Puck in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
because it was track season and she 
was a top runner. Although there 
was inevitably a core of talented 
veterans, casts were large, as were 
the crews. There was a lot to do, 

and we did it our own distinctive 
way. students, not adults, designed 
and sewed the costumes, composed 
and played the music, created 
and then ran the lighting, planned 
the choreography and trained the 
dancers, built the sets, and did 
serious assistant directing. Without 
anyone ever saying it would be a 
good idea, students did homework 
when they weren’t needed for some 
part of a practice. 

There are of course many funny 
stories over the years, and the ones 
– like the lighting instrument that 
dropped to where a young actor had 
just been standing – you hope no 
one remembers, but too often the 
mistakes and foibles are the things 
people focus on because they are 
easy to understand and limit the 
productions to “just a high school 
play.” Marshall students never 
wanted to be doing “just a high 
school play.” It was thrilling to be 

around so many young people over 
so long who were convinced that in 
their own way they were doing real 
art – because they were. I can recall 
scene after scene, beautiful moment 
after funny incident after powerful 
speech, that I know were absolutely 
first-rate by any measure. Fregeau 
was a special, empowering place. 
After I left Marshall, I was impressed 
that the student seriousness 
about theater manifested itself 
in a tradition of student-directed 
productions, beginning with carrie 
roby ’99 directing shakespeare’s A 
Winter’s Tale.

If I begin to name the many 
stars from those years - 
actors like Maria Bamford 
’88 and Nate Forneris ’89 
and christa Knudsen ’92, 
chris Hamsher ’95, Danielle 
skorich ’98 and Julia Hart 
’99; composers like Jessica 
Johnson ’93 and erin Hart 
’99; choreographers like 
chris Pollard ’89 and Mary 
Moeller ’96; lighting gurus 
like Harry Ghering ’88 and 
scott (Newstrom) Newstok 
’91; assistant directors like 
Marnie sebastian ’93 – I 
would need pages to finish, 

let alone talk about the many who 
are still active in the performing 
arts, such as Maria Bamford, Julia 
Hart, Andrew cleveland ’92, Josh 
cragun ’93, rain Newcomb ’94, 
cassandra (Johnson) csencsitz ’97, 
New York theater reviewer and 
writer, or ray Privett ’95, New York 
film distributor.

Fregeau Auditorium, refurbished and 
four years from its 50th birthday, 
could use a simple history of the 
plays performed on its stage: 
what was performed and when. A 
similar history for plays at the old 
downtown cathedral should also be 
compiled. such a strong and varied 
theater heritage can help inspire 
new generations of Hilltopper artists.

Tim Blackburn ’66 was a member of 
the English Department and directed 
39 plays in Fregeau Auditorium  
between 1985 and 1997. 
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By Dave Homstad ’72, Athletic Director 

Dave Goltz ’14 prepares to run

The role of athletic 
competition in America can 
be viewed from a variety 

of perspectives. While watching 
esPN, one sees athletics as 
entertainment. Forget the game 
itself, just show highlight clips 
because that’s what the public 
really wants. When entering any 
large professional or big-time 
collegiate stadium or arena, one 
sees athletics as big business where 
it is possible to make huge profits. 
last year the university of Texas 
made roughly $79,000,000 off its 
football program. The New York 
Yankees opened a new stadium this 
year where front row seats sold 
for $2,500 a game. Anyone can 
attend high school games locally 
and listen to desperate parents 
yelling at their children to perform 
better because they believe that 
a big time athletic scholarship is 
hanging in the balance. If only  
these parents knew that there is 
a lot more money available for 
academics than athletics.

These observations lead to a 

question for our school. What role 
does athletics play at Marshall 
school, where 85% of students 
participate in at least one sport? 
The answer is very simple. While 
striving to be as successful as 
possible in all of our athletic 
competitions, we believe that 
athletics should be an important 

teaching tool in the development of 
young people’s lives.

In a variety of ways, competitive 
athletics teach students about 
respect. students learn respect for 
discipline and hard work, which 
are the cornerstones of success 
in all stages of a student’s life. 
When students develop the habits 
of discipline and hard work, they 
begin to become aware of a new 
sense of self-worth. They might not 
always win their athletic contests, 
but they will be able to leave an 
athletic competition knowing they 
have done the best they could on 
that particular day.

As students work with their 
teammates, they also learn respect 
for the genuine efforts of others. 
This appreciation for the hard 
work of others leads to an honest 
camaraderie among teammates. 
That, in turn, helps create a sense 
of belonging to something greater 
than the individual. It fosters a 
sense of community and culture.

Finally, athletic competition 
teaches respect for the rules of the 



sport. These rules are the glue that 
holds the game together, much like 
the laws that hold a community 
together. learning to respect the 
rules of a game leads to learning  
respect for what is right and fair.

less than one percent of all the 
young people playing high school 
sports in our communities across 
America will be on a team at 
some collegiate level – from junior 
college all the way to Division one. 
only one out of 12,000 high school 
athletes will ever reach even the 
lowest levels of the professional 
ranks. so, when the playing days 
end, the cheering stops and the 
trophies are put into some type of 
storage to collect dust, what kind 
of people will emerge from these 
high school athletic experiences? 
Hopefully, the ones from Marshall 

Marshall’s Athletic Director sat 
down and shared some personal 
reflections about his experiences 
as a Hilltopper athlete, coach, 
and parent. Dave Homstad ’72  
has been involved in Hilltopper 
athletics as a player, coach, parent 
and Athletic Director.

“My first experience with Hilltopper 
athletics came when I attended a 
cathedral-east hockey game in 8th 
grade. The Decc was jammed as 
Phil Hoene ’67, one of cathedral’s 
star players, scored a hat trick in 
39 seconds to win the game 5-4. It 
was absolute bedlam at the Decc.

school will be community members 
who understand the value of 
discipline and hard work. They 
will have a meaningful sense of 
self-worth and an appreciation and 

My children practically grew up 
here. When they were very small 
Karen snyder would let them sit 
on her lap and draw pictures that 
I still have hanging in my office.  
They enjoyed coming to practice 
with me. All of the kids on the 
team were very nice to them. They 
taught them to shoot and to throw. 
They had a great time when their 
aunts and uncles, all who played 
Hilltopper sports, would come and 
watch them play. This school was a 
spectacular experience for both of 
my children.

My fondest memories come from 

the friendships I made with my 
teammates. We had some success 
and won some trophies that are 
collecting dust in some box. But 
all the sweat and hard work that 
I shared with those guys while 
building those relationships is 
what I remember most. When we 
bump into each other today, we 
eventually start telling Frank Napoli 
stories and laughing at the memories.

I don’t know if anyone will tell 
stories about me. I just hope no 
one ever builds a statue of me 
because we all know what birds 
do to statues. I simply hope that 
when players that I was privileged 
to coach reflect back on the 
experience they will feel like they 
had a meaningful, worthwhile 
time. And I hope they have fond 
memories of the friendships they 
developed with their teammates.”

43 conference championships
28 section runner ups
30 section championships
18 state Participation Finishes
4 state Fourth Place Finishes
6 state Third Place Finishes
8 state second Place Finishes
4 state championships

respect for others. Finally, they 
will be people who are concerned 
with what is right and fair in all 
situations.

I disagree with people who claim 
that competitive athletics are 
simply a game. When used properly 
as a teaching tool, they can be very 
powerful, valuable experiences 
that shape young people into 
outstanding adults.
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Maggie Lane ’09 fields a ground ball

AN INTerVIeW WITH HoMsTAD

continued from previous page

A 15 YeAr GlANce AT 
MArsHAll TeAM success

Dave Homstad ’72, Athletic Director, 
and Karen Snyder, Associate Head of 
School, chat with Marshall athletes. 



A MessAGe FroM THe PresIDeNT
Fellow ‘Toppers:

As we move forward in the school year, the Alumni council 
is also moving forward. over the past year, we have been 
drafting and editing an Alumni strategic Plan and now have a 
final document. The first phase of the plan has been launched. 
A steering group of Alumni council members and Advancement 
staff laid out five core fields of focus. They include engaging 
cathedral alumni/ae, more effectively engaging recent 
Hilltopper alumni/ae, organizing affinity groups for athletic, 

co-curricular and other activities, increasing alumni/ae relations exposure at 
Marshall, and Hilltopper alumni/ae community service. With the core fields of focus 
laid out, we are now focusing on communicating the initiatives as well as the actions 
steps and timelines to fulfill those initiatives. A tremendous amount of thanks goes 
out to the number of you who participated in our strategic planning sessions and 
voiced your comments and suggestions.  

The Hilltoppers have a history of change. We started as sacred Heart cathedral 
parish school (1904-1907), Boys’ cathedral High school run by the christian Brothers 
(1907-1942), Girls’ cathedral High school run by the Duluth Benedictines (1912-
1942), catholic co-ed cathedral High school at the downtown building (1942-1963), 
cathedral High school in the existing building (1963-1972), Duluth cathedral High 
school, an independent all-faith college preparatory school (1972-1987), and 
Marshall school (1987- present).

The changes have helped our school progress as time passed. Through our Alumni 
strategic Plan, we are embracing these changes, remembering where we came 
from, piecing together what makes our school the best choice, and communicating 
our core values to the current students and all alumni. Whichever phase(s) you were 
a part of, we are all Hilltoppers! 

Please continue to share your thoughts and update us on important events from 
your life beyond Marshall on the class notes section of our web site at www.
marshallschool.org/alumni. 

Michelle Buria
President, Alumni council
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Michelle Buria ’89 - President 
Molly rathke ’95
Frank Befera ’84

Kristina Fryberger D’Allaird ’86
Judith McKeever ’78
Branden robinson ’03

steve Nys ’98
Tim Pollard ’90

ryanne overom ’96 
sam rathke ’09

MIssIoN
The purpose of the 
Hilltopper Alumni 

Council is to promote the 
participation of alumni 

from Duluth Cathedral High 
School and Marshall School 
in activities that support 
the mission of Marshall 
School and promote a  
sense of community  

among alumni.

class news and notes 
information to be included 
in the Alumni section of the 
Hilltopper should be sent to

Alumni Relations Office
1215 rice lake road
Duluth, MN  55811

218.727.7266
atehle@marshallschool.org
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30s
Frank Malnati ’30 Duluth veteran sang 
“God Bless America” during the seventh 
inning stretch on Memorial Day 2009 during 
a Minnesota Twins game. 

40s
Marcella (carpenter) Tourville simpson 
’44 retired from o.r. nursing after 55 
years. Marcella has 6 daughters (3 of them 
nurses) and 1 son; 22 grandchildren and 10 
of whom are great-grandchildren.



90s
Bryan gilbert ’94 finished his first 
Ironman triathlon in Madison, WI on 
september 13, 2009.

austin ramsland ’93 and his wife are 
running a business called sweetpea 
Bicycles in Portland, or. You can 
check out their web site at  
www.sweetpeabicycles.com.

00s
claire Wasmund ’01, lives in los An-
geles, cA where she has written her 
own web series Delayed Teen Angst 
as well as produced an independent 
feature film titled The Grover  
Complex.

sam Martin ’02 organized the Three 
Bridges International chamber Music 
Festival in Duluth, MN in June 2009.

jacquie (Dawson) Van guilder ’02 
was chosen from among 120 danc-
ers for the 2009-2010 Timberwolves 
Dance Team. 

pat colvin ’03 provided the music 
for the children’s musical Humpty 
Dumpty in May 2009. He is continuing 
his music degree at university of  
Minnesota - Duluth. 
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50s
ron Koneczny ’52 celebrated his 
50th wedding anniversary with his 
lovely wife Jeanne on May 2, 2009.

60s
Mary (Beigle) stewart ’69 is a medi-
cal oncologist in Anchorage, AK. she 
participated in organizing the first 
official professional society of cancer 
doctors in Alaska. She is the first 
president of the Denali oncology 
Group. Mary has three children, and 
loves the Northern lights.

caitlin hill ’04 spent the summer 
in Peru for a summer International 
Health Fellowship with the Founda-
tion for the International Medical 
relief of children. This was her last 
adventure before starting medical 
school in the fall at the university of 
Minnesota - Twin cities. 

Whitney hansen ’07 currently stud-
ies Psychology at 
the university of 
chicago. she re-
cently published 
a book called 
Sorrow’s Child. 
It is Whitney’s 
first published 
novel, and the 
first in the Hero 
Rising series. 
To learn more 

about Sorrow’s Child and for ordering 
information, visit www.whitneyhansen.com

carly Timm-Bijold ’08, who attends 
Georgetown, will be interning this 
fall with senator Amy Klobuchar’s of-
fice “on the hill” in Washington, DC. 

Trent l. harris ’08 (Air National 
Guard Airman) graduated from basic 
military training at lackland Air Force 
Base in san Antonio, Tx. 

andrew Winkler ’09 self published 
a book entitled The Secret Guide to 
Dating. The book started as a senior 
project at Marshall and has taken 
off. copies of the book are available 

Jacquie (Dawson) Van Guilder ’02

80s
larry smith ’80 was promoted to 
president of Tokyo electron Ameri-
can, a manufacturer and marketer 
of semiconductors in Austin, Tx. He 
has been with TeA since June 2000. 
He graduated from the u.s. Military 
Academy at West Point in 1984.

paul laTour ’86 became a freelance 
writer at Advocate Good samaritan 
Hospital in June 2009.

over 500 people gathered for activities surrounding Hilltopper Alumni 
Weekend 2009. The class of 1969 was wll represented at the all-school 
mixer celebrating their 40th reunion. During the Friday night activities, 
current Hilltopper students and alumni/ae shared stories of their experi-
ence during tours of the building. on saturday, nearly 150 people attend-
ed the Golden Topper lunch for graduates of 1959 or earlier.  

Photos of reunion weekend can be viewed on the school web site at www.
marshallschool.org.

save the date!  hilltopper reunion Weekend 2010 will be july 16-17. 

reuNIoN WeeKeND 2009

jessica Flaherty ’98 is a denim buyer 
for Maurices. After graduating from 
Marshall school, she attended santa 
clara university and then returned to 
Minnesota to work in merchandising.

The 68 members of the 2009 gradu-
ating class leave Marshall with an 
exemplary record of success in 
academics, athletics, and the arts. 
Their leadership extends beyond 
the walls of Marshall and includes 
over 3,000 hours of service to 
organizations throughout the com-
munity. 79% of the senior class has 
been accepted at their first-choice 
college or university. In addition 
class members have accepted 
scholarship awards totaling over 
$1,749,610.

coNGrATulATIoNs  
clAss oF 2009



by contacting Andrew at winks_88@
yahoo.com.

Births
Donna giersdorf-Thompson ’86 
welcomed Joninah louise on July 28, 
2009. 

anna (anderson) Kron ’95  
welcomed Amelia elizabeth on 
March 21, 2009.

Weddings
Matt Komatsu ’95 married jen  
erickson ’00 both of Tucson, AZ.

ashley johnson ’02 married ryan 
langenbrunner of saint Joseph, MN. 

eilidh reyelts ’02 married David 
pederson ’04 of Duluth, MN.

in Memoriam
Vincent J. Nowak   1939

Mary Theresa (Mclaughlin) Haar 
1942

Henry Thomas Dandrea   1943

Hon. Duane M. Peterson   1947

James Fitzsimmons   1952

Bernard laFave   1954

Judith Ann Jerde   1960

susanne “Nana” Marie 
(Haagensen) sutton   1962

Katherine Jean lewis   1966 

Paul Francis Wisocki   1969

Daniel Joseph Gearns   1970

Timothy J. scanlon   1971

Denise rose l’Abbe   1972

Farrell Ball   1984

Andrew Messer   2004
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Amelia 
 Elizabeth 

Kron 

reMeMBerING our Heros

left - Sophia Faith Mahowald, right -  
Serena Lynn Robb

It is with great pride and honor that 
we are asking for help to create a 
database of our military veterans. It 
is our hope to create a living wall list-
ing all Hilltoppers that have served in 
our Armed Forces – Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines and coast Guard. our 
goal is to find all our Alumni Veterans 
and recognize them in the halls of 
our school – including those that have 
given the ultimate sacrifice or have 
passed on. once we get a complete 
list, we will be creating an Honor 
Wall and listing each person by name 
and branch of service. Please send 
your service information to Paul Ped-
ersen ’87 at ppedersen@mac-v.org. If 
you have any questions or want to as-
sist with creating the Veteran’s Honor 
Wall please contact Paul Pedersen at 
218.590.7716 or Judith McKeever ’78 
at 218.390.3051.

If you wish to contribute to this me-
morial, donations can be sent to the 
Alumni office at Marshall School in 
the name of the Veterans’ Honor Wall.  

jen (hon) Mahowald ’97 welcomed 
sophia Faith on November 14, 2008.

andee (johnson) robb ’99 and 
Kevin robb ’00 welcomed serena 
lynn on July 7, 2009. (serena’s 
aunts and uncles include Hilltop-
pers heather (robb) godin ’89, 
Megan robb ’92, ashley (johnson) 
langenbrunner ’02, austin johnson 
’08 and alex johnson ’11).

ashley (johnson) langenbrunner ’02 
welcomed Kendall sophia on June 
18, 2009.

reMeMBerING FATHer roseBAuGH       by Tim Blackburn ’66

I first met Fr. Rosebaugh in 1965, when he was 
my religion teacher at Duluth cathedral High 
school, in Duluth, MN. He was then what he was 
all through his life: an absolutely guileless man 
who fell in love with the simple challenges of the 
gospel. He was unpretentious, open, generous, 
unassuming, a little shaggy, a bad driver, and full 
of love: in short, saintly. I’ve never known a more 
genuine man or a better one. He convinced four of 
us high school seniors to spend our christmas vaca-
tion working on voter registration in Meridian, Mis-
sissippi, not very far from the scene where three 

civil rights workers recently had been killed. War sickened him, as did the 
perils of poverty. Although he deeply influenced students during his four 
years of high school teaching, I think he left teaching happily because he 
knew his call was to resist war and serve the poorest of the poor. I sup-
pose his simple moral stances and great dedication made him an easy man 
to misunderstand, from a distance. up close, all who knew him knew he 
wasn’t some ego-forcefield or self-important activist; he was just Father 
larry, or lorenzo, and you could count on him to help, to listen, and 
always to try to know what is moral and to do what is good.

Oblate Father Lawrence Rosebaugh, was killed in a highway robbery in 
Guatemala May 18, 2009. 
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AluMNI cAleNDAr

Grandparents & Grandfriends Day 
November 25 - 7:30 am

Thanksgiving and Grandparents 
Day chapel

November 25 - 11 am

Winter concert - us strings & choir
December 7 - 7 pm

Winter concert - Ms strings, Band 
& choirs

December 10 - 4 pm

Winter concert - us Band, Jazz 
Band, chamber strings & singers

December 14 - 7 pm

Alumni Holidays chapel
December 22 - 2 pm

Alumni Basketball Game
December 26 - 5 pm

alumni news & notes

If you can identify the Hilltoppers in this picture, your name will be 
placed in a drawing for a Hilltopper sweatshirt! We will announce the  
winner in the spring 2010 edition of the Hilltopper. congratulations to 
Patty Bergl Gaertner ’88, winner from the last Hilltopper edition. enjoy 
your new Hilltopper sweatshirt!

submit your guess to atehle@marshallschool.org. Deadline January 1, 2010.

Tell us WHo

THe relIc HuNTer
Ian Grant ’87, now living in Minneapolis, is about 
to star in a new show on the Travel channel, 
“The relic Hunter with Ian Grant”. It is a great 
cross between arts and entertainment with a 
good dose of history mixed in.

In the new series, viewers will follow Ian around 
the world as he explores remote places and 
cultures by looking at the unusual things people 
make and use in everything from daily life to 
exotic ceremonies and festivals. Ian’s new  
television series on the Travel channel, The 
Relic Hunter with Ian Grant, debuted on  
saturday, october 3, 2009. Described by  

Midwest Home magazine as “a cross between ‘Antiques road show’ and 
‘The crocodile Hunter,’” the show captures the adventures that happen 
along the way as he tries to find these people and places.

To get a taste of The Relic Hunter check out the 80-second sizzle reel, 
which has clips from the series:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vesoral4oGY.

The new show was inspired by his work: Ian has a job most people would
envy - he travels for a living. He does it by hunting for unusual artifacts
and objects overseas, then shipping them back and selling them to top 
retail shops and interior designers around the country and the world. His
Minneapolis-based business, Bjorling-Grant, has earned a reputation in the
design world as one of the best sources for beautiful cultural objects from
around the world. It’s also known for its deep-running environmental and
social sustainability efforts in some of the world’s most threatened areas.
You can find out more background about the show at his web site
bjorlinggrant.com/.

gifts of all size make a difference. Make your gift of $25 or $2,500 online at 

marshallschool.org/onlinegiving

The Marshall Hilltopper Hockey 
team will be part of a special event 
this coming January. They are one 
of four boys high school hockey 
teams selected to participate in 
the prestigious “Hockey Day in 
Minnesota” January 23, 2010 - a 
series of hockey events and games 
broadcast on Fox sports Network.

Hockey Day in MN reception
January 22, 2010 

Moorish room Greysolon Plaza 7 pm

Marshall vs. Hopkins
January 23, 2010

Hermantown outdoor rink 10 am
(Breakfast served at 8 am  
in the Marshall cafeteria) 

Hilltopper Alumni Hockey Game
January 23, 2010 

Mars lakeview Arena 
4:15 - 5:15 pm &
5:30 - 6:30 pm

HocKeY DAY IN MINNesoTA



W e  G I V e

MArsHAll’s HIllToPPer FuND

support excellence today to create global 
leaders for tomorrow. contributions to Marshall’s 
Hilltopper Fund directly benefits our exceptional 

academic and co-curricular programs and the 
faculty who lead them.

Please contact shannon Hoffman, Director of Annual Giving, with questions at 218.727.7266 x107

gifts of all size make a difference. Make your gift of $25 or $2,500 online at 

marshallschool.org/onlinegiving
MArsHAll’s BIG cIrcle FuND

Provide access to the Marshall experience through 
need-based financial aid. A gift to the Big Circle 

Fund is a gift that will make a difference in a 
young person’s life today and far into the future.

All gifts are tax-deductible.

“We decided to make Marshall 
school the center of our giving 

because it profoundly and permanently changes lives...
for the better. Not sure what your dollars are doing? 

Just attend commencement each year and see a group 
of young people whose lives will never be the same...all 

because they attended Marshall. It’s powerful.”

Jenny & Doug lewis
Parents of Doug ’12,  
Becky ’03, & Fred



MarshallGrades 5-12

Preparation.  For college.  For life.

1215 rice lake road | Duluth, MN  55811

Have you seen the new ‘Topper Shop and Cafe?


