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from the head of school

Welcome to The Hilltopper, our new print publication. The semi-annual 
format combines current Marshall news, stories, and pictures that we 
previously shared through the Marshall School News and Hilltopper 
newsletters.  
 
In this inaugural issue, we are highlighting two stories that represent the 
core spirit of our school—community and tradition. Our MORE program 
is over 20 years old, and many of our alumni will recall, with great 
affection, the trips they took as students. This year, we have taken the 
very best of MORE and expanded the programming—now, every class 
experiences MORE every year! Inside this magazine, you will learn how we 
are taking the Hilltopper experience beyond the classroom, playing field, 
and stage.  
 
In addition to the expanded MORE programming, we have re-introduced 
Latin at Marshall. The re-introduction is part of a larger programming 
initiative to bring the world to our students. Our 5th graders will study 
Spanish and French; 6th graders, German and Mandarin; and all 7th 
graders, Latin. Our goal is to bring the sounds, structures, and related 
cultures to our students before they choose a second language for more 
focused and sustained study. All of our eighth graders will have five 
languages from which to choose for study through high school. It is an 
exciting initiative that has been embraced by all of our middle-school 
students.
 
Please let us know what you think after reading this first issue. The 
hallways are buzzing with positive energy, and we want to ensure that we 
are sharing the stories in a way that helps the Hilltopper community stay 
connected. Send us your thoughts – Hilltopper@marshallschool.org, or c/o 
The Hilltopper, 1215 Rice Lake Rd, Duluth, MN 55811.

Barb Brueggemann, Head of School
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Thanksgiving Chapel        Nov 26, 11:10 am
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Upper School Holiday Concert  Dec 11, 7-8:30 pm
Strings & Choir

Upper School Holiday Concert  Dec 15, 7-8:30 pm
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Upper School Pops Concert       Mar 6, 7 pm

Middle School Pops Concert       Mar 10, 4 pm

Marshall Athletics Rummage Sale      Mar 28, 9 am
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ISacS RE-accREDITaTION PROcESS uNDERWay BOaRD aPPROVES NEW  
MISSION STaTEMENT

One of the most important jobs 
Trustees undertake in their 
stewardship of a school is to craft 
the mission statement—a statement 
that defines a school’s reason for 
being.  The mission is an expression 
of a school’s core values, and it 
guides every decision within that 
school community.  

The mission of Marshall  

School is to educate students  

to become global citizens  

who demonstrate strong  

academic habits, respect,  

compassion, integrity,  

self-discipline, and  

intellectual curiosity. 

as part of our ISacS accreditation 
process, the Trustees had an 
opportunity to step back and 
take a fresh look at the school’s 
mission statement.  During the 
past year, students, faculty, staff, 
and Trustees worked together to 
compose a short, memorable, and 
meaningful statement that captures 
our core school values.  ultimately, 
we found the words that capture 
our enduring belief in respect 
for all and our commitment to 
educating the whole student—body, 
mind, spirit. 

During the year, students will be 
bringing the mission statement 
to life, both in and out of the 
classroom. This past month, over 
fifty mission statement posters 
have been hung in Marshall 
classrooms and hallways. currently, 
students of all grade levels are 
working together to identify 
phrases that serve as reminders of 
our mission; eventually, these will 
also be prominently featured on 
campus.

cathedral/Marshall has been 
accredited by the Independent 
Schools association of the 
central States (ISacS) for over 
thirty years. Every seven to ten 
years, the school must undergo 
a re-accreditation process. The 
process has the highest priority 
for ISacS, and is aimed at helping 
schools review their mission and 
improve their programs through a 
continuous cycle of introspection, 
evaluation, and revision. as a part 
of the re-accreditation process, 

schools must complete a thorough 
study of their learning community, 
review their mission statement, 
assess operations, and create a 
plan for school improvement. 
The re-accreditation process 
will be ongoing during the 2008-
09 academic year. If you have 
questions or feedback you would 
like to share, please contact Karen 
Snyder, associate Head of School 
and ISacS Steering committee 
chair, at  
ksnyder@marshallschool.org. 

MaRSHaLL LauNcHES NEW WEB SITE
marshallschool.org

We are delighted to debut a major redesign of the Marshall School 
web site! The goal was to create a web site that will enhance our 
ability to communicate, improve teaching and learning, and better 
introduce the Hilltopper experience to our broader community. It is 
fast becoming a one-stop location for news, events, and information. 
In addition to improved organization and security, the new web page 
will provide access-portals with specific information for students, 
parents, teachers, and alumni. 

One of the interesting new features is a multimedia gallery where 
visitors can view slide shows, videos, and podcasts.  already, there 
are nearly two dozen different presentations available, ranging from 
all-school events to athletic competitions. ultimately, the gallery will 
provide a visual snapshot of all the activities that make Marshall so 
unique.  Many thanks to the Hegardt Foundation whose gift is making 
this project possible.
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Winding through Marshall’s 40-acre campus is Brewery creek—aptly 
named because, in early Duluth history, the creek powered the water 
wheel at a local brewery. Marshall has been working on strategies to 
reduce the level of pollution entering the creek from our campus. 
Not only does this add to ongoing efforts to make our campus 
environmentally sustainable, but it also creates important learning 
opportunities for Hilltopper students.

IMPERVIOuS?!
The Marshall Storm Water Project
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Marshall 5th graders at Brewery Creek

a graduation requirement for 
Marshall’s upper school students 
is to accumulate 40 hours of 
community service. This year 
seven students were chosen to 
volunteer for the Solvay Hospice 
House. Located just a few blocks 
from the school, Solvay is a home 
that provides families with an 
opportunity to work through the 
worst of times in the best possible 
way.

Dean Fox, a Marshall parent and a 
doctor with St. Mary’s Hospice and 
Palliative care Program, helped to 
organize the volunteer opportunity. 
“It has been a privilege to introduce 
Marshall students to our work at 
Solvay Hospice House.”

“The students are eager to 
help and have been outstanding 
ambassadors for their school. 
Their maturity is evident in their 
comfort, spending time with our 
residents. Many staff, residents, 
and family have commented 
on the positive, hopeful energy 
that their involvement brings 
to the environment. We hope 
their successful participation 
proves to be important for them 
as individuals and is vital for 
the prospect of expanding this 
opportunity for future students.  
I’m looking forward to them getting 
to know some of our residents 
better and sharing this universal, 
but somewhat misunderstood stage 
of life.”

SERVING aT SOLVay

STuDENTS ExPLORE PRE-cOLuMBIaN aRT

This fall, Marshall ceramics 
students spent several weeks 
creating pre-columbian whistles. 
It is thought that people about 
to be sacrificed to their ancient 
gods made and played “whistles 
of death” like these. The students 
of ceramics are learning not 
only about ancient cultures’ 
relationships to ceramics in history, 
but many clay processes that they 
will be able to utilize in their own 
projects. Students chose from 

the following themes to create 
their whistles: animal imagery, 
underworld influence, or abstract 
organic shapes of nature. They 
shaped their whistles from two 
pinch pots joined together, and 
then created the dynamics of the 
whistle. This project was a great 
challenge, not only to create a 
three dimensional whistle, but to 
make it whistle as well!

Seniors in touch with their community

camPus news

Whistles on display in the Marshall Art Gallery

Read the entire article on the web at marshallschool.org/stormwater



Latin Returns to 
Marshall’s campus

by Jamie MacDougall ’94
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While the Roman Empire remains fallen, Latin, like the phoenix, 
rises from the ashes. For the 2008-09 academic year, it has 
formally found its way back into the Marshall curriculum. Maybe 

it was never truly gone. although it has not been taught in our classrooms 
for many years, Latin has lived on in our daily conversations, journaling, 
and otherwise scribed thoughts. admittedly, it has been more encrypted 
for most than for those of us who openly chose to embrace our inner 
nerd and study this ancient language despite all popular convention. 
as Marshall’s new Latin teacher, my view is that Latin is anything but 
stagnant. It is our connection to the past and our compass for the future. 

Why latin?
On the first day of class, I asked the seventh graders why they believed 
that Latin had been added to their curriculum. Their responses reflected 
most astute reasoning:

“Latin is a root language.”
“Because it’s the base of tons of different languages.”
“To make learning the other languages easier.”

Indeed they are correct. as the source for over 60% of the English 
language and the parent of the Romantic languages, Latin is an important 
study for us all. Scholars have recognized its study as fostering intellectual 
habits of mind, deep and systematic study, and the development of higher 
level thinking skills (VanTassel-Baska, 2004). Latin is both pertinent and 
imperative, based solely on the interdisciplinary power it possesses. Its 
study cannot be isolated to just the words and their forms, but must also 
embrace the philosophical, artistic, and historical context embedded in 
the language. The ability to mine the past for lessons and advice that are 
still relative today is just one of the many benefits of Latin study that 
reaches beyond the more immediate impact on academic study, SaT/acT 
scores, and college entrance essays.

Course Philosophy
The objectives of our course extend beyond the boundaries of grammar, 
although those ever-familiar conjugations and declensions have already 
become familiar sights on the blackboard. Within the context of Latin, 
we examine a broader conception of language as we work toward building 
a community of inquiry. It is through the framework of three essential 
questions that our study moves forward:

What is language?
How is language constructed?
Is language static or dynamic?

Beginning in 5th grade, Marshall students take Spanish and French. Their 
linguistic study is then followed by 6th grade exploration of German 
and Mandarin. By the time they depart 7th grade with a year’s worth 
of Latin, many of the students will have been exposed to at least five 
languages before choosing the language they will study during high school. 
Making the shift from being consumers of language to language engineers 

5marshallschool.org

How many of these Latin roots did you know?
cur = run,  inter = between,   phil = love, soph = wisdom,  con = together, bene = good

continued on next page



requires a continual examination 
of operational definitions, to 
strengthen understanding as well as 
identify biases and gaps. 

Why latin at Marshall?
as you walk through the front doors 
of Marshall, there is an undeniably 
familiar image that overtakes 
you. as you enter the building 
and leave behind the skyline view 
from the hilltop, you are greeted 
by a mosaic depicting the Duluth 
shoreline. Light radiates throughout 
this scene, eventually drawing 
the eye to the far left where a 
being comes to the forefront of 
attention. In the figure’s gentle 
hand there is a flame, the origin 
of the light that drew us here. 
With timeless, artistic eloquence, 
Sister christopher Pavelich and her 
students’ work conveys our mission, 
our greatest hope for the students 
of Marshall—that they will not 
merely sit upon the knowledge they 

have gathered during their time 
here, but rather use it as a spark 
that will shed light far beyond our 
shores. Such a beacon is Latin. 
The light from this ancient star 
reaches the present, and enlightens 
contemporary understanding. The 
wisdom and lessons of this ancient 
civilization illuminate us further 
still, shedding light on future 

Sr. cecilia was a woman who taught Latin, algebra, and general math at Duluth cathedral 
(Marshall) from 1967 to 1991. The little sister, clad in her monastic black habit, veil and 
thick soled shoes, was a woman in perpetual motion as she zipped around the cathedral 
(Marshall) halls during her years here at the school atop the hill.

When it came to education, she was ahead of her time. She was a gifted teacher and 
a helpful mentor for new teachers.  During my first years at Cathedral, I would stop by 
Sister’s classroom if I had any questions about teaching techniques.  Her welcoming smile 
and encouraging words were affirming.  She was a tiny woman with warm brown eyes that 

were magnified behind her thick wire-rimmed spectacles.

Everyone agreed that Sr. cecilia was clear about her classroom rules.  a rule that no one dared forget was the 
“red pencil rule.”  No student would arrive at class without a red pencil for assignment corrections!

Sister lived in the convent next door to the school (now the Sylvan Learning center) with a few other sisters, 
some of whom taught at cathedral (Marshall) and others who shared the convent with her.  She was quiet and 
unassuming, and she lived modestly.  I frequently stopped by the convent after school for coffee and conversa-
tion.  In the early 1980s, I was appointed the school’s chaplain, and I welcomed her helpfulness and advice in my 
new role. 

Sr. cecilia had a tiny statue that she held dear of St. Benedict (the patron of her religious order, the Benedic-
tines).  She kept it in her bedroom on the night stand.  In 1997, after Sister died, the Scholastica sisters gave me 
the statue which, to this day, is in my bedroom.  It is my link to Sr. cecilia and the cathedral days, and is also 
a reminder of St. Benedict’s motto: “Ut in omnibus glorificetur Deus” (That in all things may God be glorified). 
I treasure the statue of Benedict for many reasons, not least of which because it once belonged to Sr. cecilia, 
a woman who was a giant of person in a tiny body.  She was a woman who personified St. Benedict’s motto: she 
glorified God in all she said and did.
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SISTER cEcILIa EHR—aHEaD OF HER TIME
by Chico Anderson, Marshall Chaplain

possibilities. 

Latin is our spark. We choose to 
learn Latin as a way to keep alive 
the voices of thousands of years, 
as a way to invite new partners 
into a classical yet ever-changing 
conversation, and as a way to 
better identify, interpret, and 
create the world around us.

Intensity builds in the final round of the Ultimate Rootword Smackdown



M.o.R.E.  
BECoMES MoREOutdoor environmental and 

experiential activities have 
long been an important part 

of the Hilltopper experience.  For 
many alums, there are treasured 
memories of class trips to the ELc 
or camp Widjiwagan led by Larry 
Weber.  Others, with a shiver, may 
recall building and sleeping in snow 
Quinzee Huts in the school courtyard 
with Tom Diener.  and, for more 
than a decade, all freshman have 
explored the BWca in sunshine, 
wind, or rain with classmates at 
either Widjiwagan or Menogyn.  
Perhaps nothing illustrates the 
power of these experiences better 
than the fact that at virtually 
every commencement, M.O.R.E. 
experiences form an important 
backdrop in the speeches delivered 
by students.

While exceptional as stand-alone 
offerings, these experiences have 
not been offered at all grade 
levels. Recognizing the potential 
impact on students and the broader 
community, Marshall has decided 
to increase the scope and scale of 
the M.O.R.E. programs.  Symbolic 
of the change, we are dropping the 
periods in the old acronym, and 
changing the name of the program 
from M.O.R.E to MORE.  MORE is 
expanded to include all students 
in grades 5-12, and incorporates 
deliberate character education.  In 
addition to  bringing the classroom 
outside, new components of 
the program will help students 
develop stewardship, tolerance, 
compassion, and community.  The 
ultimate goal of the program is to 
help students become leaders in 
changing the world for the better.

Researchers Thomas Lickona and 
Matt Davidson are known for their 
two-year study, titled “Smart and 
Good High Schools: Integrating 
Excellence and Ethics for Success 
in School, Work, and Beyond.” 
They write about the unique 
balance that must exist between 
performance character and moral 

by Tony Lockhart

7marshallschool.org

Marshall ninth graders returning from the Boundary Waterscontinued on next page
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Ready to hit the trail at Camp Menogyn

Clean up in downtown DuluthSeniors tackling the high ropes course

character.  Performance character 
is what we most typically strive 
for in our classrooms: strong work 
ethic, diligence, positive attitude, 
and perseverance. This leads to 
excellence in school, work, and 
beyond. Moral character helps 
us to be honest, respectful, and 
cooperative citizens and to have 
ethical and fulfilling relationships.

The MORE program provides a 
rich opportunity to enhance the 
development of both performance 
and moral character.  Freshmen 
will continue to learn that a 
successful canoe trip is all about 
positive attitude, perseverance, 
and cooperation—and those same 
traits will lead to success in the 
classroom and beyond.  Sophomores 
will now experience the power of 
community service to both help 
others and empower themselves.  
The same journeys and insights are 
experienced in different ways at all 
grade levels.  We believe that by 
incorporating character education 
into our MORE programs, we will 
enhance both the performance and 
moral character of our students.  
By investing in teaching students 
how to work together, serve others, 
and become leaders, we provide 
skills they will use throughout life. 
We count on their positive impact 
far into the future.

PROGRaM EMPHaSIS By GRaDE

GR OBJEcTIVES      WHERE
5  Language immersion    concordia Language Villages

6 Ecology-based experiential   Marshall campus 
 learning; construct rain
 garden on campus

7 Northwoods environmental  camp Widjiwagan  
 learning experience

8 Small group dynamics and  Marshall campus 
 problem solving

9 Boundary Waters canoe trip  camp Menogyn

10 community service    Duluth area

11 cultural awareness    Marshall campus

12 Leadership development   university of WI-Superior 
 and personal assessment

Class of 2012



a MESSaGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
When my daughter started at Marshall last year, she informed 
me Marshall was no longer “my” school—it was “our” school.  I 
laughed but realized she was right.  although many things such 
as teachers, dress code, and class locations have changed, the 
fundamentals of the school remain.  My daughter’s experience 
will not exactly mirror mine, and it shouldn’t.  The fact is 
we all have our own personal Hilltopper experiences; yet we 
share the same Hilltopper spirit with over 5,000 alumni.

Our role in the Alumni Council is to identify and define the 
Hilltopper alumni experience. It is our hope to plan activities and create more 
opportunities for Hilltoppers to continue to connect and embrace our common 
spirit. We are focusing our efforts on three aspects, including networking, on-
campus special events, and alumni relations.  Our core council group has been 
working hard to develop these areas, and we are asking for your participation.  as 
you receive information about the various events, respond as a volunteer and attend 
the functions!  We are part of one big Hilltopper family, and the connections to be 
made with each other and our current students are priceless.

I encourage you to contact us with thoughts and ideas and to catch the enthusiasm 
of our students and faculty!

Michelle Buria ’89, alumni council President 
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MEMBERS
Michelle Buria ’89

LaVeryn McKeever ’47
Molly Rathke ’95
Frank Befera ’84

carol Newman Barnstorf ’55
Kristina Fryberger D’allaird ’86

Judith McKeever ’78
Branden Robinson ’03

Tony Rubin ’96
Joan Segel ’50

MISSION
The purpose of the 
Hilltopper alumni 

council is to promote the 
participation of alumni 

from Duluth cathedral High 
School and Marshall School 
in activities that support 
the mission of Marshall 
School and promote a  
sense of community  

among alumni.

class news and notes 
information to be included 
in the alumni section of the 
Hilltopper should be sent to

Alumni Relations Office
1215 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN  55811

218.727.7266
atehle@marshallschool.org
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70s

Dave Krmpotich ’73 Olympic medalist and 
cathedral graduate addressed a full  
Fregeau auditorium on his return to the 
Marshall School campus on September 
19th, 2008. Mr. Krmpotich spoke to a 
captivated group of Marshall students who 
listened to how his Hilltopper experience 

shaped him for a run toward an Olympic 
medal in the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games. 
Krmpotich was one of four chosen for in-
duction into the Duluth Entertainment and 
convention center athletic Hall of Fame 
for 2008.

Scott Moore ’78 recently finished a sum-
mer trip hauling his motor bike out to 
Missoula, MT, with Keihly, leaving her to 
spend the summer in Montana while he 
rode the Pacific coast (WA/OR/CA/NM/
MT/cO) on a 7,600 mile tour. Scott is the 
president of Moore Data, LLc.

80s
Michael Hyland ’82 permanently relocated 
to Japan. Michael transferred within his 
company to their Japan office, and cur-
rently serves as IS project manager with 
responsibility for Japan, the Asia/Pacific 
region, and Latin america.

Dave Homstad ’72 & Dave Krmpotich ’73



90s
Kristin Gallian ’94 is a resident 
director’s assistant at Merrill Lynch in 
Duluth, MN.

laura Fryberger ’97 is the president 
and lead designer for Flings Event 
Design in Minneapolis, MN. 

Jesse Ball ’97 is a system support as-
sociate at Gemini North Observatory 
in Hilo, HI.

Daryn Collins ’98 graduated from 
Gustavus adolphus college in St. 
Peter, MN, in 2002 with a bachelor’s 
degree and is pursuing a medical 
degree at the university of Minnesota 
Medical School in New ulm.

Robert Arden ’98 is a telecommuni-
cations engineer for Minnesota Power 
in Duluth, MN.

Morgan Kunz ’99 lives in Nyc and 
works as a city attorney represent-
ing police officers and firefighters in 
federal lawsuits.

00s
Stuart Burke ’00 is a pharmacy 
technician for SMDc Health System in 
Duluth, MN.

Erin Koehler ’00 works for the clin-
ton Foundation in Ethiopia, helping in 
the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Neil Heller ’01 works for the Duluth 
News Tribune in Duluth, MN. 

Rebecca Hon ’01 is pursuing a doc-
torate from the university of Minne-
sota college of Veterinary Medicine in 
St. Paul.

Edward l. Swing ’01 is pursuing his 
doctorate in Psychology at Iowa State 
university.

Emeric J. Dwyer ’01 graduated cum 
laude in May 2008 from Hamline 
university School of Law.  Emeric 
took the Minnesota Bar and, after an 
excursion to the Grand canyon, ac-
cepted an associate attorney position 
at Westrick & McDowall-Nix P.L.L.P. 
in St. Paul, MN.

Audrey Sederberg ’02 is pursuing a 
master’s degree in physics at Princ-
eton university.

Beth Hofstad ’02 is pursuing a mas-
ter’s degree in occupational therapy 
from the college of St. Scholastica.

Jodi Blustin ’02 was accepted to 
the Mayo Medical School while being 
awarded a Dean’s list Outstanding 
achievement Scholarship.

Amanda lampi ’02 graduated with 
her Doctor of Physical Therapy 
degree, and took a PT position with 
Select Physical Therapy in Phoenix, 
aZ. amanda received an award from 
the Minnesota chapter of the ameri-
can Physical Therapy association 
(MN aPTa) for “Outstanding Student 
Physical Therapist.”

Branden Robinson ’03   On Septem-
ber 29, Marshall welcomed Branden 
Robinson ’03 back to campus as the 
featured Founders Day speaker. 
Branden shared “Take comfort in the 
knowledge that these doors [at  

Pictured here are Bill Alder ’84 and 
Steve Sydow ’84 taking a tour of an 
ocean-going ship, the Federal EMS.  

after coming through the lift bridge 
and making its stop, the beautiful 
ship loaded with grain in Superior 
Wisconsin was to ship to Italy. The 
trip was made possible as a result of 
Steve’s shipping business, Daniel’s 
Shipping Services, out of Duluth, MN. 
Bill abler is currently employed by 
Spherion, working on a project at 
Minnesota Power, Duluth, MN.

Paul Pederson ’87 is a community 
outreach coordinator for Minnesota 
assistance council for Veterans in 
Duluth, MN.  

10 the hIlltoPPer

On September 15 and 16, 
2008 John “Rip” Ribarich ’53 
returned to Marshall School. For 
Rip, this return was one of two 
recent visits to Marshall School. 
In May of 2007, he was inducted 
into the Hilltopper athletic 
Hall of Fame. Most recently, 
Rip, aerospace Electronics 
Engineering consultant, had 
the remarkable opportunity 
to spend time with current 

Hilltopper students and faculty. Dean of Students and Physics teacher 
Heather anderson recalled, “The kids loved hearing from John. He 
brought a real world connection to the classroom…the kids were able 
to find out how physics is used in the real world. The kids REALLY 
liked it. We can’t wait for him to come back!” John lectured in 
numerous classrooms and spoke to the entire seventh grade class. 
Preston Hedlund, a Marshall senior, reflected, “He gave me a great 
sense of the limitless boundaries a Marshall education can provide and 
that radical ideas can become a reality with a positive mind and an 
unprecedented drive for excellence.” 

For more pictures, visit the media gallery at marshallschool.org

aLuMNI GuEST TELLS MaRSHaLL STuDENTS TO aIM HIGH 

alumnI news & notes



Births
Tonya Jayston ’89 welcomed Jack 
Merlin Jayston, May 20, 2008 

Scott Kylander-Johnson ’90 and Sara 
welcomed Kiera Esther Kylander- 
Johnson, September 29, 2008 

Melissa (Fryberger) ’91 and David 
Feierabend welcomed Juliet  
angelica, May 26, 2008 

Susie (Amatuzio) ’94 and Tiegen 
Fryberger ’89 welcomed Ingrid  
Elizabeth, February 11, 2008

Brittany Metzig ’94 welcomed Henry 
William Metzig, april 27, 2008 

Weddings
Paul Pederson ’87 married Heidi  
Etterman of Hermantown, MN 

Marnie Sebastian ’93 married  
Stephen Faust of Portland, OR

Kristin Gallian ’94 married David 
yapel of Duluth, MN 

laura Fryberger ’97 married colin 
Mullen of Minneapolis, MN 

Jesse Ball ’97 married claudia 
Pineda of Hilo, HI

Robert Arden ’98 married Rachel 
Bass of Duluth, MN 

Daryn Collins ’98 married amber 
Erickson of Minneapolis, MN

Stuart Burke ’00 married Veronica 
Krysiak of Duluth, MN 

Rebecca Hon ’01 married andrew 
Jensen of St. Paul and Rochester, MN

Edward l. Swing ’01 married Berna 
Gercek of ames, Ia

Neil Heller ’01 married amanda  
Oelrich of Duluth, MN

Beth Hofstad ’02 married Brian  
Gordon of Duluth, MN

Audrey Sederberg ’02 married colin 
Parker of Princeton, NJ 

Martha langager ’02 married Dan 
Klopp of Brooklyn center, MN

Erin Dwyer ’03 married Lane Trisko 
of Portland, OR 

Greg Spoelhof ’04 married allison 
carland of Rochester, MN

in Memoriam
Mary Lucille (Hallinan) Homstad  1937

Warren J. atol  c. 1941

Francis antoinette Dicks Lachecki  1942 

Patricia “Pat” Vallie  c. 1942

Eugene M. Frink  1943

corinne M. (Dodd) Moroni  1947

Thomas W. Gruesen  1947

William “Matt” crawford 1948 

Geraldine T. (Walsh) abrahamson  1948 

Joseph Desmond Toomey  1949

Paul Ryan cooper  1949

Keith G. Nesgoda  1950 

Gerald R. Lynch  1955

annalea Mary (Bastien) Hansen  1957 

Sandra Schumacher  1959

ann Therese Leonard Morse  1968

Richard “Dickie” Harteau 1969

christopher Jon Hammer 1992

Marshall] are still here, and will 
continue to be here, withstanding 
the test of time. This is a place you 
can always call home, an institution 
where, although the mission may 
change, the goal will always be the 
same: To ensure that each student 
has what it takes to tackle the world, 
regardless of how big or small it may be.”

Sarah Johnson ’03 spent a semester 
in costa Rica, studying sustainable 
development. She graduated cum 
laude from austin college in January 
2008 earning two bachelor degrees 
in Philosophy and Environmental 
Studies. She now resides in Minne-
apolis and works for Natural Resource 
Group.

Kate Koehler ’03 works for a non-
profit in Cambridge, MA, helping to 
provide educational opportunities to 
universities in central and South america.

Greg Spoelhof ’04 is pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in special educa-
tion at Hope college in Holland, MI. 
Greg is a special education teacher 
for austin, MN, Public Schools.

marshallschool.org 11

Brittany Metzig ’94 and family

From L to R: Jono Ball ’99, Josh Wille 
’97, Jesse Marxhausen ’97, Jesse Ball ’97, 

Noemi Hagen ’97, Zach Vreize- 
Maloney ’97, Abby (Tickle) Johnson ’97

Adam Tehle & Branden Robinson ’03

alumnI news & notes

Kiera Esther Kylander-Johnson ’26 



PLaNS aRE uNDERWay FOR REuNION 2009

12 the hIlltoPPer

aLuMNI caLENDaR

Topper Thursday
December 4     5:00 pm

Blackwoods—London Rd, Duluth

alumni Hockey Game
December 20

 Mars Lakeview arena—following 
the Hilltoppers vs. St. Paul  

academy game 

alumni Games
December 20     4:00 pm

 Marshall campus 

alumni chapel
December 23     2:15 pm

 Marshall campus

Topper Thursday
January 8*     5:00 pm

 Blackwoods—London Rd, Duluth
*Note this is the second Thursday of the month 

Topper Thursday
February 5     5:00 pm

 Blackwoods—London Rd, Duluth

The all Hilltopper Reunion will take place at Marshall School on July 17 
and 18, 2009. Mark your calendars! 

This is a call to reunion classes to identify class leaders and volunteers. If 
you plan to volunteer and facilitate your class reunion, please contact the 
Hilltopper Alumni Office at atehle@marshallschool.org or 218.727.7266 

View pictures from the 2008 Hilltopper Reunion in our media gallery at 
marshallschool.org.

Marshall School is happy to announce adam Tehle, our 
new Director of alumni Relations. adam is a graduate 
of Gustavus adolphus college in St. Peter, MN, where 
he cultivated a relationship with Marshall alumnus and 
current faculty member, Matt Whittaker ’02. 

Recently, adam worked as a marketing director and 
producer for Digital Development communications, a 
firm specializing in the development of documentary 

films about issues pertaining to environmental conservation, public 
health, and social and economic expansion in developing countries. 

adam brings great enthusiasm and spirit to Marshall School. His 
experiences will serve him well as he engages and unites our Hilltopper 
community. adam’s connection with Matt, his time at Gustavus, and his 
work in North carolina all converge to bring adam to this moment. Please 
welcome adam Tehle to our Hilltopper community.

WELcOME aDaM TEHLE

alumnI news & notes

Do you think you can 
identify 12 faculty mem-
bers from this photo? If 
you can, your name will 
be placed in a drawing 
for a Hilltopper sweat-
shirt. We will announce 
the winner in the Spring 
edition of the Hilltopper 
Magazine.

TELL uS WHO

Submit your guess to  
atehle@marshallschool.
org or mail it to

adam Tehle  
Marshall School 
1215 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 55811

Good Luck! Deadline is 
January 1, 2009.



“It’s not just 
about supporting 

outstanding 
academics and 

incredible teachers.  
We give in tribute 
to the compelling 

Marshall community 
that provides 

excellence in music, 
theatre, art, sports, 

and more.”
Deb ’72 & Mike Bolen

Parents of libby ’10 & Sam ’06 
and owners of Rocky Mountain 

Chocolate Factory 

W E  G I V E

MaRSHaLL’S HILLTOPPER FuND

Support excellence today to create global 
leaders for tomorrow. contributions to Marshall’s 
Hilltopper Fund directly benefits our exceptional 

academic and co-curricular programs and the 
faculty who lead them.

Please contact Shannon Hoffman, Director of annual Giving, with questions at 218.727.7266 x107

Make your secure online gift today at 
marshallschool.org/onlinegiving

MaRSHaLL’S BIG cIRcLE FuND

Provide access to the Marshall experience through 
need-based financial aid. A gift to the Big Circle 

Fund is a gift that will make a difference in a 
young person’s life today and far into the future.

all gifts are tax-deductible



MarshallGrades 5-12

Preparation.  For college.  For life.

1215 Rice Lake Road | Duluth, MN  55811

Hilltopper cheerleader encourages the crowd during Homecoming 2008


